First Sunday of Advent
The Holy Eucharist at 10:00 AM
November 28, 2021

Trinity Lutheran Church
527 Washington Street Reading, PA 19601
(610) 374-4861

www.trinityreading.org

Masks must be worn at all times. Please maintain appropriate distancing between households
and use hand sanitizer.

+ + +
WE WELCOME YOU to historic Trinity Church. We are blessed by your presence and
pray God’s richest blessing upon you. We invite you to receive the Risen Christ at the
Lord’s Table. Those not communing may come forward to receive a blessing.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED in finding out more about Trinity or are considering
membership, please contact the church office at (610) 374-4861 during normal business
hours (9-3, Monday-Thursday).
LARGE PRINT VERSIONS OF THE WORSHIP BULLETIN are available each week
in the narthex. If all are in use, please let an usher know, and we will produce more the
following week.

Affirmation of Welcome: Trinity Lutheran Church is recognized
by Reconciling Works as a "Reconciling in Christ" Congregation
which welcomes all LGBTQ+ persons into all facets of
congregational life..
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The Holy Eucharist
P Presiding Minister

A Assisting Minister

C Congregation

Carillon

Welcome
Chanted Invocation and Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Peter Graf, cantor
These words were written in the 5th century by Caelius Sedulius and set to music
by Giovanni Pierluigi de Palestrina (ca. 1525-1594); edited by Charles H. Giffen.

P

A solis ortus cardine

From lands that see the sun arise,

ad usque terrae limitem

To earth’s remotest boundaries,

christum canamus principem,

The virgin born today we sing,

natum maria virgine.

The Son of Mary, Christ the King.

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war
into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you
promise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is
dawning.
As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us

in your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path
of peace.
O house of Jacob, come,
C

Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen
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Please stand.

Gathering Hymn
245

Creator of the Stars at Night

CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM

Greeting
P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

Kyrie
Peter Graf, Cantor
Cantor:

Turn to us again, O God our Savior, let your anger cease from us.
Lord, have mercy.

C

Cantor:

Show us your compassion, O God our Lord, grant us your salvation.
Christ, have mercy.

C
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Cantor:

Come and bring salvation; we wait, O God;
may your glory dwell in us.
Lord, have mercy.

C

Prayer of the Day
P

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us
to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C

Amen

First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God
acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading,
Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now
working salvation for Israel.

A

Word of God, word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 25:1-10
The psalm is sung by the congregation and the choir by alternate verse. The congregation sings
the refrain after the choir and again where indicated.

To |you, O LORD,
I lift | up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,

nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths. R

Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all | the day long.
Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting. R
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Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love
and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD.
You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.

You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R

Teaching Time for All God’s Children

Please stand as you are able.

Gospel Acclamation
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The Holy Gospel: Luke 21:25-36
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that
great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given
strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.
P

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.

C

Glory to you, O Lord.

After the reading:
P

The Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated.

Sermon
Please stand as you are able.

Hymn of the Day
260

The King Shall Come

CONSOLATION

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
Please kneel or sit.

Prayers of the Church
A

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places

that yearn for God’s presence.
Following the introduction, the choir sings the response. After each petition, the congregation
joins in singing the response.

After the final response:
P

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.

C

Amen
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Please stand as you are able.

Peace
P

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C

And also with you.
Please greet one another from a distance and then be seated.

Offertory
The Prophecy

Robert J. Powell
The Trinity Choir

Please stand as you are able.

Prayer
A

Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching,

C

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen
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Great Thanksgiving

P

C

P

C

P

C

Proper Preface
P

It is indeed right, ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus
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Eucharistic Prayer
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P

Holy One...Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

C

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P

With this bread and cup...We look with hope for his coming.

C

Come, Lord Jesus.

P

Holy God...Bring us the gift of peace on earth.

C

Come, Holy Spirit.

P

All praise and glory...one God, now and forever.

C

Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Invitation to Communion
P

Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.

C

Amen

Be seated.
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Lamb of God

Distribution
We invite all who wish to receive the Risen Christ in this meal to join us at the Lord’s
table. Coming to the altar, following the direction of the usher, be sure to maintain a safe
distance between households. If you are in need of a gluten-free wafer or would prefer grape
juice to wine, please ask your server. Returning to your seat, please deposit the used glass in
the baskets provided. Those not receiving the sacrament may come forward for a
blessing.

If you are unable to come to the altar for communion, tell the usher and the

sacrament can be brought to you. God bless you with the bread of heaven and the cup of
salvation!
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After all have received Communion, please stand as you are able.

Table Blessing
P

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

C

Amen

Prayer after Communion
A

Let us pray. Most High God, you have come among us at this table.

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
C

Amen

Blessing
P

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.

C

Amen
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Sending Hymn
259

Fling Wide the Door

MACHT HOCH DIE TÜR

Dismissal
A

Go in peace. Christ is near.

C

Thanks be to God!

Postlude
Fling Wide the Door

Robert J. Powell

+ + +
Leaders in Today’s Liturgy
Presiding and Preaching: Pr. Alan Wolkenhauer
Assisting Minister: Dcs. Deborah Graf
Minister of Music: Karen S. Eddinger

Acolyte: Danielle Smith
Greeter: Mae Sunderland
Altar Guild: Anita Dolak, David Himes, Amy Reinsel, Amy Stewart-Himes,
Avery Mazur and Raye Watson
Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Tony, Sherri, Ali & Meg Sacco in loving
memory of Milford Saul Klahr
Today’s broadcast is sponsored by Pr. Virginia Biniek to the glory of God
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies. Annual License #22196.
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