Second Sunday of Christmas
The Holy Eucharist at 10:00 AM
January 2, 2022

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a
human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the
beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell
among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new
birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s
grace and truth.

Trinity Lutheran Church
527 Washington Street Reading, PA 19601
(610) 374-4861

www.trinityreading.org

Masks must be worn at all times. Please maintain appropriate distancing between households
and use hand sanitizer. Worshipers are highly encouraged to receive appropriate vaccinations.

+ + +
WE WELCOME YOU to historic Trinity Church. We are blessed by your presence and

pray God’s richest blessing upon you. We invite you to receive the Risen Christ at the
Lord’s Table. Those not communing may come forward to receive a blessing.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED in finding out more about Trinity or are considering
membership, please contact the church office at (610) 374-4861.

LARGE PRINT VERSIONS OF THE WORSHIP BULLETIN are available each week
in the narthex. If all are in use, please let an usher know, and we will produce more the
following week.

Affirmation of Welcome: Trinity Lutheran Church is recognized
by Reconciling Works as a "Reconciling in Christ" Congregation
which welcomes all LGBTQ+ persons into all facets of

congregational life..
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The Holy Eucharist
P Presiding Minister

A Assisting Minister

C Congregation

Carillon
Welcome
Prelude
Carol Medley

Arr. by Mark Hayes

Good Christian Men Rejoice
Bring a Torch Jeanette, Isabella
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

Angels We Have Heard on High
Please stand and face the font as you are able.

Confession and Forgiveness
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels,

who is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all
the earth.
C

Amen

P

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Holy God,

C

we confess our sin before you.
We replace compassion with competition.
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek.
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.
We have not put on love in harmony with you.
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word.
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Swaddle our hearts with your peace,
that all we do, in word or deed,
may reflect your love born among us.
Amen
P

I bring you good news of great joy for all people:

God has come among us in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord.
☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace.
C

Amen

Gathering Hymn
275

Angels, from the Realms of Glory

REGENT SQUARE

Dialogue
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P

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

C

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

P

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.

C

We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

P

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

C

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

P

May the grace and truth of Christ be with you.

C

And also with you.

Hymn of Praise: 289 Angels We Have Heard on High

GLORIA
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Prayer of the Day
P

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C

Amen

Be seated.

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel

will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in
dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.
A

Word of God, word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147:12-20
The psalm will be read responsively by whole verse. The Assisting Minister reads a verse and
the congregation reads the next verse.
A = assisting minister

C=congregation

A

Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion,

C

who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
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A

God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

C

God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.

A

God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes.

C

God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?

A

The Lord sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.

C

God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel.

The Lord has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

Teaching Time for All God’s Children
Please stand as you are able.

Gospel Acclamation
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The Holy Gospel: John 1:1-18
This translation is from “The Message” Bible
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were
created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.
P

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.

C

Glory to you, O Lord.

After the reading:
P

The Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated.

Sermon
Please stand as you are able.

Hymn of the Day
291

Let Our Gladness Have No End

NARODIL SE KRISTUS PAN

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
Be seated.

Prayers of the Church
A

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time
and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence. Each petition concludes:
A

Merciful God,

C

receive our prayer.

After the final petition:
P

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers
to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ,
our Savior.

C

Amen
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Please stand as you are able.

Peace
P

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C

And also with you.
Please greet one another from a distance.

Prayer
A

Let us pray. Gracious God,

C

your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth.
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts,
prepare us to receive the grace and truth

you offer at this table
and renew in us the song of your salvation,
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

Great Thanksgiving
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Proper Preface
P

It is indeed right, ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer
P

Holy One...Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

C

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P

With this bread and cup...We look with hope for his coming.

C

Come, Lord Jesus.

P

Holy God...Bring us the gift of peace on earth.

C

Come, Holy Spirit.

P

All praise and glory...one God, now and forever.

C

Amen
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The Lord’s Prayer
P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
P

In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you.

C

Amen

Be seated.

Lamb of God
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Distribution
We invite all who wish to receive the Risen Christ in this meal to join us at the Lord’s
table. Coming to the altar, following the direction of the usher, be sure to maintain a safe
distance between households. If you are in need of a gluten-free wafer or would prefer grape
juice to wine, please ask your server. Returning to your seat, please deposit the used glass in
the baskets provided. Those not receiving the sacrament may come forward for a blessing.
If you are unable to come to the altar for communion, tell the usher and the sacrament can be
brought to you. God bless you with the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation!
After all have received Communion, please stand as you are able.

Table Blessing
P

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

C

Amen

Prayer after Communion
A

Let us pray. We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these
gifts of bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to
share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.

C

Amen

Blessing
P

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through + Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.

C

Amen
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Sending Hymn
282

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

CAROL

Dismissal
A

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.

C

Thanks be to God!

Postlude
Angels from the Realms of Glory

Edwin C. Johnson

+ + +
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The People of Trinity Church, Ministers
Program Staff
The Rev. Alan Wolkenhauer
Deaconess Deborah Matern Graf
Karen S. Eddinger, Minister of Music

Dee Horst, Community Outreach

Partner in Ministry
The Rev. Tom Scornavacchi, Pastor-Mission Developer, Common Ground Ministry
Vicar Melissa Hrdlicka, Common Ground Ministry Pastoral Intern

Support Staff
Matt Mellen, Media Director
Rachel Gambone, Parish Secretary
David Troche, Sexton
Peter Graf, Financial Administrator

Emeriti
The Rev. Elton P. Richards, Pastor Emeritus
The Rev. Fred S. Opalinski, Pastor Emeritus
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