
    

Trinity Steeple Notes  

April 2020 News and Notes 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

An old Joni Mitchell song laments, “Don’t it always seem to go that you don’t know 

what you’ve got till it’s gone?” (Big Yellow Taxi, 1969)   

I’m finding that so true these days.  I dearly miss so many things I had been taking for 

granted – being with friends and family; worshiping as a faith community; being able 

to visit people who are lonely, sick, or grieving; eating out; talking with neighbors; 

shopping for groceries; opening our church buildings to the community; seeing 

children heading to school.  So much of what I miss is relational and I’m coming to 

understand more than ever how blessed I have been to have so many special people in 

my life.  We need each other and I miss you. 

But even as I experience these losses, God continues to remind me of 

those blessings that remain.  What a gift that we have the expertise and 

equipment to broadcast worship remotely!  What a comfort to know 

that we are upholding each other in prayer and with notes and phone 

calls!  How heartwarming to see neighbors, church members and 

families working hard to maintain connections and to provide help for 

those in need!  How our community has been blessed by sacrificial 

medical workers, hard-working grocery employees, and a host of other 

people who faithfully do their jobs in new ways to help our community cope with this 

crisis.  We need each other and I am grateful for you.          Continued on page 2… 

 

All public events, including worship, are suspended at least 

through April. See pages 2-4 for ways we are staying connected. 



2 

Parish News 

 
When this pandemic has loosened its grip, our world will not be the same.  Some of 

our losses will endure and our recovery will take time.  But I pray that we also will 

have learned to take better care of one another, to appreciate each person God gives 

us, and to delight in our ability to help those in need.   

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Alan  

As we mourn our losses, O God, teach us to cling to your love and to recognize the blessing 

you give us in one another.  Amen 

 

Trinity Connections in a Time of Social Distancing 

Prayer Binds Us Together  

First and foremost, pray for each other, for our church, for our leaders, and for our 

world.  God’s Spirit unites us as we come together in prayer.  Those who are 

subscribed to our Constant Contact emails are also invited to pray through our 

Tuesday and Thursday Email Prayer Group. 
 

Broadcasts and Social Media 

We have had excellent viewership of our worship 

services on all of our platforms, proclaiming the Gospel 

not only to Trinity members, but to others in our 

community and throughout the world.  This ministry, 

along with special Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube 

offerings, will continue to be an excellent way to connect with one another around 

worship.  (See schedules and links in this newsletter or at www.trinityreading.com.)  

 

 

http://www.trinityreading.com
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Notes and Calls of Encouragement 

Pastor Alan and Deaconess Deborah, along with our Member 

Care Team and numerous individual members, have tried to 

stay in touch with people in our congregation.  If you need to 

talk or know someone who would benefit from a note, please 

let us know and we will respond quickly.   

 

Publications 

Steeple Notes continues to be published on a slightly modified schedule.  Emails will be 

sent to subscribers several times a week to keep you informed about congregational 

life and to encourage you in your faith.  Important notices will also be mailed to those 

without email. 

 

Virtual Gatherings 

Sunday coffee time, children’s Sunday School (with Silly 

Songs), and a Wednesday night Adult Bible Study are some 

of the opportunities being made available through our 

Zoom Room.  If you have a computer, you can sign in and 

see the faces of people you love.  If you’re not online, you 

can still phone in to participate.  The scheduling of these events is still fluid as we 

assess what our members find most helpful.  Details are on page 6 of this newsletter. 

 

Continued on page 4... 
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Office Hours 

To promote social distancing and community wellness, the 

office is currently lightly staffed only from 9:00-noon Monday 

through Thursday.  Staff who can work from home have been 

encouraged to do so.  You may call during these hours and you 

may continue to send offerings and correspondence, which are 

being processed in a timely manner.  Please avoid visiting in 

person without an appointment.  Email or phone calls are preferred. 

 

Contacting Pastor Alan  

You may email Pastor Alan at awolkenhauer@trinityreading.org.  He checks his emails 

way too often.  You may also call the church office or call or text his cell phone at 727-

543-3531.  (Note that this is Florida exchange and may be identified as such when he 

returns your call unless you add him to your contacts.) 

 

Supporting Our Ministry 

Your offerings are needed now more than ever, as our 

ministries continue in new ways and as some members 

need to reduce their giving due to job loss or other 

factors.  For those on Committees, in-person meetings 

are currently suspended, but you may be asked to 

participate via conference call or social media.  

 

mailto:awolkenhauer@trinityreading.org
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Bars of Soap and Hand Sanitizer Needed for 

Our Common Ground Friends 

Our Common Ground friends need soap and hand 

sanitizer in order to stay healthy as coronavirus spreads.  

We ask you to share wrapped bars of soap (no liquid soap, 

please).  Small “hotel” soaps work great and are appreciated.  If you have any bottles 

of hand sanitizer to spare, they are greatly needed by our homeless friends. 

You can drop your donations at any time through the mail slot on the Bard House’s 

entrance door.  Common Ground members come to pick up a to-go meal on Sunday 

afternoons and we will share the soap and sanitizer with them at that time.  Thank you 

for continuing to support our recovery ministry! 

 

Education Assistance Applications Due May 15 

Trinity is able to offer financial assistance to student members, some in the form of 

specific scholarships, but most through the offer of no-interest student 

loans.  Applications are available to download from the church website at 

www.trinityreading.org.  Click on  'Ministries' and then on 'Educational 

Assistance.'  No late or incomplete applications will be accepted.   Interviews with 

Educational Assistance committee will be scheduled for early to mid June. 

After vestry consideration of the recommendations, all students will be 

notified.   Those persons who are offered loans will then receive a repayment 

document to complete.  Once that paperwork and all other requirements are met, a 

check will be disbursed by mid-August.  

http://www.trinityreading.org
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Invitation to Redirect your Easter Flower Gifts 

Since we are not able to return as a congregation for worship 

on  Easter Sunday, we will not be using potted spring 

flowers to decorate our worship space (but check your emails 

in the coming days to read what will happen!).   

We invite you to redirect your financial gifts for Easter flowers to the ELCA’s World 

Hunger appeal (which supports disaster relief) and/or to Trinity’s general purpose 

fund.  Rachel Gambone will contact you to honor your wishes for that flower money. 

Your dedications in memory of or in honor of loved ones will be published in Trinity’s 

May edition of Steeple Notes. 

 

Trinity’s Zoom Room 

Times to Connect with your Trinity Family in the Upcoming Days:   Please contact  

Deaconess Deborah for the Zoom Room links/telephone call-in numbers.  Her email is 

dgraf@trinityreading.org. 

This Sunday, April 5 at 9:30 AM we will try our first ever virtual coffee hour via 

Zoom.  (If you don't have a computer, it is also possible to call in to listen.) And at 10:00 

AM we will have some time for singing (Sing Hosanna!) and a short Bible lesson for 

kids.  At 6:30 PM our ChAOS youth will be gathering virtually to play some games and 

connect with each other. 

On Wednesday, April 8 at 7:30 PM we will have a virtual evening Bible Study and 

conversation time, focusing on Holy Week and Easter. Bring your own beverage! 

This is a new way of being church together.  There may be some technical hiccups along 

the way.  Please be patient with us.  We will let the Spirit lead.  

mailto:dgraf@trinityreading.org
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Passion Sunday’s Trinity broadcast is sponsored by Jennifer, Andrew, Danielle & 

Abbie Smith and Sandra Sittler in loving memory of Carol Smith-Reed. 

Immediate prayer petitions:  Ben Motley, Jenn Redmond, Owen, Olivia & Noah, Don 

Hinkle, David Unruh (brother of Ralph Unruh), and the family of Ron Smith (cousin of 

Dick Horst and Robin Oberholtzer).    

Homebound members: Grace Detwiler, Dorothea 

Fritz, Joan Goncher, Joan Hinkle, Thelma Johnson, 

Betty & Karl Leuffen; DeVere Lichtenwalner, Ruth 

Norton, Helen Roberts, Walter Schur, Tom Shultz, 

Dorothy Smith, and Warren Tobias. 
 

 

Ongoing prayer requests for friends and members of Trinity:  Beverly Wink, Ina 

Gerlins, Al Beadencup, Elton & Anne Richards, Karin Flatt, Ed Harlin, Darryl Jeffries, 

Cathy Manning, Jay Pezdirc, the Sawyer family, Tina Koch (friend of Jenn Smith), Jacob 

Unger (grandson of Dar Unger), Cindy Marsh (Anita Dolak’s classmate), Celia 

Cosentino (friend of Jane Zobian), Mark Kummerer (son of Larry Kummerer), and our 

members and friends studying and working abroad—Meghan Sacco (Scotland), Emily 

Mooney Routté and Jesse, Amani & Naima Routté (Rwanda).  
 

Praying for our family members in Christ:  This week 4/5:  Gholam, Diana, & Alex 

Ahmadi; Franki Aitken; Tom & Patti Anewalt; Bill & Tina Angstadt; and Barb 

Auchenbach.   Next week 4/12:  Michael & Kori Barnett; Mitch, Nicole, Julia & Logan 

Barrett; Jim & Amy Barrett; Paul, Tracie & Mason Barrett; and Chris, Rachel, Sarah & 

Wesley Bashore. 
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Broadcast Schedule April 2020 

All of our programs listed below and more can be watched on 

Comcast Channel 190 (in the Reading Hospital, Channel 80) or  

online at http://trinityreading.org or on our YouTube channel at 

www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch.  

Sundays in April 

6:00 PM: First Friday: Understanding  

     Religious Diversity: Moravian Church  

6:30 PM: Music from Trinity: 

    Jacqueline Wilson, piano & organ  

7:00 PM: Trinity Worship Service 

Maundy Thursday, April 9 

7:30 PM: Trinity Worship Service 
 

Good Friday Meditations available on YouTube starting at noon on April 10. 
 

Trinity Vestry 2019-2020 

Steve Hofmann, President  Eric Rosenbaum, Vice President  

Franki Aitken, Treasurer  Jen Mazur, Secretary 

Darryl Jeffries, Executive Member-at-Large 

Youth & Education:  Amy Litvinov and Reagan Rosenbaum 

Evangelism & Media:  Jenn Smith (chair, Travis Shick) 

Property:  Eric Rosenbaum (chairs, Eric Rosenbaum & Dave Shellong) 

Member Care & Deaf: Sue Shellong (chair, Mary Drehs) 

Worship & Music: Darryl Jeffries (chair, Sandra Sittler) 

Stewardship: Steve Hofmann (chair, Hannah Long) 

Mission & Service: Nancy Everson (chair, Marian Jameson) 

Finance: Franki Aitken (chair, Erica Hofmann) 

Fellowship: Jen Mazur (chair, Annie Harlin) 

Wednesdays in April 

4:00 PM: Trinity Worship 

5:00 PM: Music from Trinity:  

    Jacqueline Wilson, piano & organ  

5:30 PM: First Friday: Understanding  

     Religious Diversity: Moravian Church  

http://www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch

