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July 5, 2020 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates 

with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own 

selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s 

invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal,  

we find rest for our souls. 
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Affirmation of Welcome: Trinity Lutheran Church is recognized by 

Reconciling Works as a "Reconciling in Christ" Congregation 

which welcomes all LGBTQ persons into all facets of congregational 
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The Holy Eucharist 

P  Presiding Minister     A  Assisting Minister     C  Congregation 

Welcome 

Prelude 

 

Prelude on We Shall Overcome                 Adolphus Hailstork 

Dr. Anthony T. Leach 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

P The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing.  

 Let us gather under the wings of God’s mercy.   

 Gracious God, 

C we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins— 

 those known to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us  

 but seen by you. We know that before you nothing remains hidden,  

 and in you everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin;  

 liberate us from the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing  

 in your sight; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

P From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior. 

C Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

P Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies. 

C Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

P Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear. 

C Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

P With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us  

 all our sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the light of 

 the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the way of peace. 

C Amen 
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Gathering Hymn:  841 Life Every Voice and Sing         LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 
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Greeting 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise 

723 Canticle of the Turning—Stanza 1          STAR OF COUNTY DOWN 
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Prayer of the Day 

 

P Let us pray.  You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us 

for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we 

may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 
 

 

 

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12 
 

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of 

God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.   
 

After the reading: 
 

A Word of God, word of life.   

C Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a 
 

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do 

things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile 

existence.  
 

After the reading: 
 

A Word of God, word of life.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He 

thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.  
            

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the reading: 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day:  726 Light Dawns on a Weary World           TEMPLE OF PEACE 
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Apostles’ Creed 

 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 

A Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our 

 shared world.   We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. 

 Embrace us as we struggle to find our common ground. Lift up leaders with 

 powerful and prophetic voices. Free us from stagnant faith. We pray for Christ 

 Episcopal and  Fr. John; for Hope Lutheran and Pr. Mary; for St. Daniel’s 

 Lutheran and Pr. Bob; for Trinity’s staff – Pr. Alan, Deaconess Deborah, Karen, 

 Peter, Matt, Rachel, Dave and Dee; and for Common Ground, Pr. Tom and Emily. 

 Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land from 

 abuse and pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation and direct us 

 toward sustainable living.  Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great. 
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A We pray for all nations, especially the United States as we celebrate our birth as a 

 nation. Support leaders in developing just policies and guide difficult 

 conversations. Lead us to expansive love for our neighbor, and allow us to build 

 respectful relationships with one another, that we may all grow toward the ideals 

 of liberty and justice for all. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, despairing, oppressed, or sick.  

 We remember Karl, Betty, Tom, Grete, Cindy, Josh, Richard, David, Ina, and all 

 who have been exposed to or infected by Covid-19. Take their yoke upon you 

 and ease their burdens. Give your consolation and free us from all that keeps us 

 bound. Hear us, O God.   

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A We pray for this congregation and the ministry we share, especially for our 

 members Lorraine; Ronald; Russ & Linda; Jonathan, Stacie & Nathan; and Katie. 

 Shine in this place that we might notice the ways your love transforms our lives. .  

 Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A We give thanks for those who have died in faith. Welcome them into your eternal 

 rest and comfort us in our grief until we are joined with them in new life.  Hear 

 us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

P Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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Peace 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Offering Meditation 

 

 

Anthem 

 

Bring Peace to Earth Again                             Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. and Perry Nelson 

Amy Stewart-Himes, soloist 

Where armies scourge the countryside, 

and people flee in fear, 

where sirens scream through flaming nights, 

and death is ever near: 

O God of mercy, hear our prayer: 

bring peace to earth again! 
 

Where anger festers in the heart, 

and strikes with cruel hand; 

where violence stalks the troubled streets,  

and terror haunts the land: 

O God of mercy, hear our prayer: 

bring peace to earth again! 
 

Where homes are torn by bitter strife, 

and love dissolves in blame; 

where walls you meant for shelt'ring care 

hide deeds of hurt and shame: 

O God of mercy, hear our prayer: 

bring peace to earth again! 
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O God, whose heart compassionate  

bears ev'ry human pain, 

redeem this violent, wounding world  

till gentleness shall reign. 

O God of mercy, hear our prayer:  

bring peace to earth again! 
 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 

Text © 1996 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved. 

 

 

Thanksgiving for the Word 

A O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 

 through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us 

 to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 

 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

 be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,   

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen 
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Blessing  

 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

 come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

 will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, 

 + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you 

 in eternal love. 

C Amen  

 

 

 Sending Hymn:  887 This Is My Song            FINLANDIA 
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Dismissal  

 

A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Postlude 

 

Improvisation on We Shall Overcome             Carl Haywood 

Dr. Anthony T. Leach 

 

+ + + 
 

 

Musicians:  Dr. Anthony T. Leach, David Himes and Amy Stewart-Himes 

 

We thank the Eddinger family for participating in today’s worship. 

 

 

All music is Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies.  Annual License #221 

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-727586.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


