Christ the King
November 22, 2020

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the
end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry,
naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and
injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his
victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging
Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and
deeds .
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The Holy Eucharist
P Presiding Minister

A Assisting Minister

C Congregation

Pastoral Welcome

Prelude
O Christ the Same

Timothy Dudley-Smith and Carl F. Schalk
Setting by Anne Krentz Organ

Confession and Forgiveness
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.

C

Amen

P

Holy one,

C

we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your
gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image
in one another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.

P

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are
called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation
of the world.
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C

Amen

Gathering Hymn: 842 Oh, Worship the King

HANOVER
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Greeting
P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

Kyrie

A

C

A

C

A
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C

David McConnell, Cantor

A

C
A
C

Hymn of Praise

A

C

5

6

Prayer of the Day
P

Let us pray. O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service,
and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know
what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C

Amen

First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume
the role of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant
David,” who will feed and care for the people.
After the reading:
L

Word of God, Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the
dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now
and in the age to come.
After the reading:

L

Word of God, Word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is
done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.
P

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew.

C

Glory to you, O Lord.

After the reading
P

The Gospel of our Lord.

C

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day
431

O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us

ALL SAINTS NEW
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
A

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.
A

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us.
Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as
we ourselves have been served. We pray for Christ Episcopal and Fr. John; for

St. Mark’s Lutheran and their minister Doug; for the Dean of the West Berks
Mission District, Pr. Rachael; for the ELCA and Bishop Elizabeth; for Trinity’s
staff – Pr. Alan, Deaconess Deborah, Karen, Peter, Matt, Rachel, Dave and Dee;
and for Common Ground, Pr. Tom and Michael. Hear us, O God.
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C

Your mercy is great.

A

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to
provide for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth.
Hear us, O God.

C

Your mercy is great.

A

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending
divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us,
O God.

C

Your mercy is great.

A

Heal the sinful divisions we erect and release us from systems of oppression
and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in one another. Hear us,
O God.

C

Your mercy is great.

A

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church.
Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus
ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God.

C

Your mercy is great.

A

Grace with your presence the members of this congregation. Today we pray
especially for Debra, Keith, Kristin & Kurt; Sara; Walter; Allison & Joe; and Holly. And for those among us who struggle with sickness: Luther, Annie, Larry,
Dick, Darryl, Christina, Pete, Kate, Richard, David, Darlene, Gloria, Donna,
Ashley, Dan, and all who have been exposed to or infected by Covid-19. Hear
us, O God.

C

Your mercy is great.
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A

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and
tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence
in those in need around us. Hear us, O God.

C

Your mercy is great.

A

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and
ever.

C

Amen

Peace
P

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C

And also with you.

Anthem
O Christ the Same

Timothy Dudley-Smith and Carl F. Schalk

Tom & Sally Hoover, soloists

Offertory Prayer
A

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around
your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them

that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your
rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have
made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
C
12

Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
A

Let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
P

May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,

and who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
C

Amen
13

Sending Hymn
855
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Crown Him with Many Crowns

DIADEMATA
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Dismissal
A

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Christ is the King!

Charles R. Anders
Setting by Anne Krentz Organ

+ + +

We thank Tom & Sally Hoover and David McConnell
for sharing their musical gifts with us today.
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Affirmation of Welcome: Trinity Lutheran Church is
recognized by Reconciling Works as a "Reconciling in Christ"
Congregation which welcomes all LGBTQ persons into all
facets of congregational life..
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