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Trinity Lutheran Church 

527 Washington Street 

Reading, PA  19601 

(610) 374-4861 

www.trinityreading.org 

Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 

January 17, 2021 

All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons but also 

the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of 

place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But where we 

come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, 

who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of 

heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God. 
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Affirmation of Welcome: Trinity Lutheran Church is 

recognized by Reconciling Works as a "Reconciling in Christ" 

Congregation which welcomes all LGBTQ persons into all 

facets of congregational life.. 
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The Holy Eucharist 

P  Presiding Minister     A  Assisting Minister     C  Congregation 

 

 

Pastoral Welcome 

 

 

 
Prelude 

 

The Summons           Arranged by Anne Krentz Organ 

  

 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 

P         Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

C        Amen 

P         All who thirst, come to the water. Come, all who are weary; come, all who yearn 

for forgiveness. The Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ has washed over us, and 

our Gracious and Holy God beckons and blesses us. Drink deeply of these living 

waters. 

C Glory to you, O Lord, glory to you.  
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P You are the fountain of life:  

C refresh us.  

P You are the cleansing spring:  

C heal us.  

P You are the well from which we drink and never thirst again:  

C fill us.  

 

P Sovereign of the universe, your first covenant of mercy was with every living 

creature. When your beloved Son came among us, the waters of the river 

welcomed him, the heavens opened to greet his arrival, the animals of the 

wilderness drew near as his companions. With all the world’s people, may we 

who are washed into new life through baptism seek the way of your new 

creation, the way of justice and care, mercy and peace; through Jesus Christ,  

 our Savior and Lord.  

C        Amen 
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Gathering Hymn: 574  Here I Am, Lord              HERE I AM, LORD 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies.  Annual License #221.     

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-727586.  
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Greeting  
  

P        The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

            and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C       And also with you. 

 

 

Hymn of Praise          Beth Welz, Cantor 

 

A 

 

 

C 
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Prayer of the Day 

 

P       Let us pray.  Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for 

the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, 

love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you,  

 with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C    Amen 
 

 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 

The reader will read the text in Hebrew.  An English translation will appear on the 

video screen. 

At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the Lord comes to Samuel and calls him to 

speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest 

has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry. 

After the reading: 
 

L      Word of God, Word of life. 

C       Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18  

The congregation chants the psalm to the notes below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD, you have | searched me out; 

 O LORD, | you have known me. 

You know my sitting down and my | rising up; 

 you discern my thoughts | from afar. 

You trace my journeys and my | resting-places 

 and are acquainted with | all my ways. 

Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips, 

 but you, O LORD, know it | altogether.  

 

You encompass me, behind | and before, 

 and lay your | hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me; 

 it is so high that I cannot at- | tain to it. 

For you yourself created my | inmost parts; 

 you knit me together in my | mother's womb. 

I will thank you because I am mar- | velously made; 

 your works are wonderful, and I | know it well.   
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My body was not hid- | den from you, 

 while I was being made in secret 

 and woven in the depths | of the earth. 

Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 

all of them were written | in your book; 

 my days were fashioned before they | came to be. 

How deep I find your | thoughts, O God! 

 How great is the | sum of them! 

If I were to count them, they would be more in number | than the sand; 

 to count them all, my life span would need to | be like yours.   

 

Reprinted from Psalter for Worship Year B copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. 
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Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through 

the death of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of human 

sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives  

within us. 

After the reading: 
 

L        Word of God, Word of life. 

C       Thanks be to God. 

  

Children’s Message 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 1:43-51 

In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. 

Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to 

“Come and see.”   
 

P        The Holy Gospel according to Saint John. 

C       Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the reading 
 

P        The Gospel of our Lord. 

C       Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day  

798 Will You Come and Follow Me                    KELVINGROVE 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies.  Annual License #221.     

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-727586.  
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Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

                    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

                    born of the virgin Mary, 

                    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

                    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

                    he descended to the dead. 

                    On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

                    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

                    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

 A Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the 

 church, the world, and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of the 

gospel, that following Jesus, the church lives out its calling every day.  We pray 

for Christ Episcopal and Fr. John; for Holy Spirit Lutheran and Pr. Rob; for 

Calvary Lutheran-Laureldale and Pr. Stephen; for our new bishop, Chris and his 

staff; for Trinity’s staff – Pr. Alan, Deaconess Deborah, Karen, Peter, Matt, 

Rachel, Dave and Dee; and for Common Ground, Pr. Tom and Michael, let us 

pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
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A For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God 

has marvelously made, that we serve as wise stewards of Earth, our home, 

let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 

A For our nation.  Protect and defend us from insurrection and violence of every 

kind.  Renew the speaking of truth.  Guide with your wisdom our incoming 

presidential administration and enable our leaders to work together for the 

common good.  Guard police officers and firefighters, attorneys and paralegals, 

peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of all governments, 

that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable, let us 

pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 

A For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for 

 those who are imprisoned or homebound.  We pray especially today for  Daniel, 

Joe, Lisa, Joey, Rob, Kate, Luther, Dick, Darryl, Heather, Jim, Christina, Pete, 

Kate, Richard, David, Gloria, Joe & Linda, Claudia & Bob, and all who have 

been exposed to or infected by Covid-19, that God console all who suffer, let us 

pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 

A For our neighborhood, for our virtual worshiping communities, for family and 

friends we have not seen for too long, for those who feel despondent and alone, 

and for those who are homebound – especially Joan, Sarah, Thelma, Joan, Betty 

& Karl, Walter and Tom, that all who seek to know God are nourished by the 

Spirit’s presence, let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
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A In thanksgiving for the living saints of our congregation, especially Gary &  

Nancy; Diana, Gholam and Alexander; Franki; Tom & Patti; and Bill & Tina,  

and for the saints who have gone before us, that their lives give us a vision of 

the gospel in action, let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 

P Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of 

 the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen 

 

Peace  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Offering 

 

Anthem 

Psalm 139              Alan Pote 

Hannah Long, soloist 

 

Offertory Prayer  

A O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: 

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your 

tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same 

love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

C Amen 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

P       Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C        Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

  

 

Blessing  

  

P        God the creator strengthen you; 

 Jesus the beloved fill you; 

 and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

C       Amen        



16 

Sending Hymn: 310   Songs of Thankfulness and Praise       SALZBURG 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies.  Annual License #221.   
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Dismissal 
 

A      Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

C      Thanks be to God. 

  

 

Postlude 

 

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise      Arranged by Anne Krentz Organ 

 

 

 

+ + + 

 
 

We thank Boaz Dvir & Rachel Wolkenhauer (with Aden & Ethan) and Hannah Long            

for helping lead worship today. 
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The People of Trinity Church, Ministers 

 
 

Program Staff 

The Rev. Alan Wolkenhauer 

Deaconess Deborah Matern Graf 

Karen S. Eddinger, Minister of Music 

Dee Horst, Community Outreach 

 
 

Partners in Ministry 

The Rev. Tom Scornavacchi, Pastor-Mission Developer, Common Ground Ministry 

Michael Yesenko, Common Ground Pastoral Intern 

 
 

Support Staff 

Matt Mellen, Media Director 

Rachel Gambone, Parish Secretary 

David Troche, Sexton             

Peter Graf, Financial Administrator 

 
 

Emeriti 

The Rev. Elton P. Richards, Pastor Emeritus 

The Rev. Fred S. Opalinski, Pastor Emeritus 

 

 


