
    

Trinity Steeple Notes  

Lent 2021 News and Notes  

Staying Connected 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

I am grateful and hopeful as pandemic markers improve and more people are being 

vaccinated.  I look forward to the day when we will be able to be together again.  I miss 

making hospital and care center visits, home Communion, and casual conversations with 

Trinity members.  I miss corporate worship, our choirs, and congregational singing.  I 

miss the affirmation and wholeness that we share through our smiles and touch.  I even 

miss meetings! 

The process will be gradual, and Trinity will remain cautious as we 

begin to reopen, but our prayer is that the worst of this pandemic is 

behind us and that we can begin to reconnect as the recovery 

progresses.   

In the meantime, I am so grateful for the ways we have been able to 

stay connected during this long and difficult period.  The Holy Spirit unites us even when 

we cannot be together physically – our faith holds that we are connected as the body of 

Christ even when we are separated by sickness, distance, sin, and death. 

This Lenten season will offer numerous opportunities to stay connected through prayer, 

virtual worship, Zoom conversations and studies.  We will distribute worship aids to help  

us in our spiritual disciplines and we will continue to be in touch through cards and 

phone calls.  Trinity’s mailings and email ministry remain a vital part of our  
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(continued from page 1) 
 

connectedness.  I am grateful to every member and to our entire staff for your efforts to 

support and maintain the unity we share.  

Please email me at awolkenhauer@trinityreading.org or call the church office or my cell 

phone (727-543-3531) if there is anything I can do to support you and help you stay 

connected to your Trinity family.  I hold you in my love and in my prayers. 

Yours in hope,  

Pastor Alan 
 

Let’s Worship Together in Lent! 

Wednesday evenings beginning February 17  

Plans are being made to worship together virtually 

as the West Berks Mission District for Ash 

Wednesday and other Wednesdays in Lent.  Please 

join your sisters and brothers during this holy 

season as we pray for and work toward keeping holy connections alive with one 

another, creation, and our God and Savior. 

• Ash Wednesday Worship is a full service with over two dozen WBMD 

participants, including Trinity’s staff, contributing content.  It will be broadcast on 

Comcast Channel 190 at 7:30 PM on Ash Wednesday, February 17 and will be 

posted to YouTube by noon that day.  Worshipers will be invited to impose their 

own ashes at home.  (Thanks to Matt Mellen for producing this service.) 

Continued on page 3... 
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In preparation, Trinity will distribute cotton swabs 

infused with ashes and oil; they will be available for 

pick up on the Bard House porch beginning February 8.  

Ashes can also be mailed upon request, but postal service 

can be unreliable.  You may also use ashes from a 

fireplace, soot from a burned candle wick, soil from a 

potted plant, or simply mark the sign of the cross with 

your finger, remembering your mortality and the promises of God’s life.  You will 

be prompted  to mark the sign of the cross on your forehead at the appropriate 

time in the broadcast service. 

 

• Other Wednesdays in Lent will focus on the theme “Created for Community.”  

These 20-30 minute Zoom services will be offered each week at 7:00 PM using 

leadership from across the WBMD.  To join the service on your computer click the 

link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88553235621?

pwd=bGVBTDZTb1lvTWgyMWN3bmFmbTVjZz09 

Meeting ID: 885 5323 5621 

Passcode: 321147 

 

• At 7:30 PM you are invited to join Trinity Robesonia for a brief service of Holden 

Evening Prayer live-streamed on Facebook at this link:   https://

www.facebook.com/Trinity-Lutheran-Church-Robesonia-Pennsylvania-

143665935665429. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88553235621?pwd=bGVBTDZTb1lvTWgyMWN3bmFmbTVjZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88553235621?pwd=bGVBTDZTb1lvTWgyMWN3bmFmbTVjZz09
https://www.facebook.com/Trinity-Lutheran-Church-Robesonia-Pennsylvania-143665935665429
https://www.facebook.com/Trinity-Lutheran-Church-Robesonia-Pennsylvania-143665935665429
https://www.facebook.com/Trinity-Lutheran-Church-Robesonia-Pennsylvania-143665935665429
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Sunday Mardi Gras Coffee Hour!   

Sunday, February 14 at 9:30 a.m. 

Don your best beads, bring your Fastnachts and join Trinity 

friends for a time of fellowship and connection.  Contact 

Deaconess Deborah for the Zoom link. 
 

From Ashes to Alleluia 

A remote journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter looks much different than usual.  

During our Lenten Sunday worship, we will be including a children’s message that 

will connect the scriptures readings with various prayer practices.   Every family with 

kids will receive an Ashes to Alleluia bag with all the necessary props for each week.  

We will also have some available for the young at heart who wish to join in the 

journey.  Contact Deaconess Deborah if you would like to receive your own bag.  

 

Lenten Coffee Hour and Prayer:  Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Beginning on Sunday, February 21 we will meet weekly via Zoom for a time of 

connection.  Around 10:00 we will have some corporate prayer time, lifting up the 

needs of our community.  We will use the same link as the Mardi Gras Coffee Hour.   

 

Tuesday Evening Lenten Prayer and Practices  

7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

You are invited to join our weekly Lenten Prayer and Practices beginning on February 

23.  Each session will include the prayer practices introduced at the prior Sunday 

worship.  The evening will end with a Compline prayer service.  Please contact 

Deaconess Deborah if you would like to join via Zoom video or phone.   
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Lent 2021 Bible Study:  

What Will it Take to End Hunger?  

Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom with Pastor Mary Wolfe 
 

Beginning on Wednesday, February 24 Trinity is joining the 

people of Hope Lutheran for a Lenten Bible Study using the 

ELCA’s World Hunger curriculum.  Each of the five sessions of this study is a piece of 

the answer to the question “What will it take to end hunger?” As so many of us know, 

this is not a thought experiment but an existential question concerning where and how 

we are to be church in a world where 690 million people are undernourished. Along the 

way, we will visit companions and partners around the world and learn from each of 

them about one of the “tools” we will need if we are to be a church committed to 

ensuring that all are fed. So, we invite you to journey with us, to explore, learn, be 

challenged, and be inspired together.  Contact Deaconess Deborah for the Zoom link 

and study booklet. 

 

Common Ground Update 

CG Wednesday Worship's average attendance is 10 people on 

Zoom worship.  CG Sunday Meal Ministry has an average of 90 

meals distributed to visitors on a weekly basis. Visitors pick up 

to-go meals in plastic bags outside. There is no indoor worship 

service at this time. We also distribute sleeping bags, sleeping 

pads, tents, and toiletries purchased by supporters from the Common Ground Amazon 

Wishlist. Gently used clothing donations are still being accepted. Winter clothing needs 

include socks, winter hats, warm gloves, toiletries (body wipes, toilet paper, razors, bar 

soap).  
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Steeple Notes Publication Schedule 
 

Holy Week & Easter Steeple Notes will be published the week of 

March 14 and will cover the remainder of March and the month 

of April.   
 

Time sensitive information between publication dates will continue to be provided 

by email and US Mail. 

 

February Vestry Notes 

This is a summary of the Vestry meeting and does not constitute official minutes. 

The Vestry met February 8 via Zoom.  Reopening metrics were discussed and 

affirmed. The Congregational Gift Policy was reviewed and amended to require 

review every three years.  The Gift Committee recommendation for distribution of 

Trinity’s advance on the Kauffman bequest was approved, with $450,000 to Property 

Endowment earmarked for HVAC; $140,000 to General Endowment; $30,000 to Media 

upgrades; and $99,290 to benevolence, including the NE Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA 

World Hunger, Helping Harvest, Hope’s Table, Common Ground, and Safe Berks.  

Steve Welz reported on the Audit Committee; an audit of internal controls will be 

scheduled.  Pastor Alan has been asked and has agreed to serve on the Berks County 

Mental Health and Developmental Disability Board.  The Treasurer’s Report for year-

end 2020 showed that member giving exceeded the budget by around $8000, for which 

we are very grateful!  Expenses were below budget due to the pandemic, resulting in 

an overall surplus.  Vestry will continue to be vigilant as the pandemic and virtual 

gatherings continue.   
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In the midst of all we face, across this Synod—our congregations, leaders, members and 

ministries—are playing vital roles in God’s work  As a Synod going forward, I'm calling 

these three, our Vital Signs for Now. Ways we are called by our God to address this 

moment through which we are now living: 
 

Heal the Hurting, can include helping all of us, suffering through this pandemic. 

Those who are facing economic struggle. Those who are also ill from other afflictions, 

including addiction, anxiety and depression. Those having a hard time finding health 

care and security. And those in pain and fear from our large divides over politics. 
 

Love the Land can include the realities of climate change. The need to make our 

communities more livable for everyone. And deciding what is best to do with our 

buildings and properties, to bring more life to our neighbors as well as ourselves. 
 

Engage the Stranger can include anyone who feels estranged, inside and outside our 

churches. It includes all the ways that have made us estranged from each other and our 

core Christian values: the lack of welcome for all people, especially foreigners and our 

LGBTQIA+ siblings; racial injustice and white supremacy; the disregard of facts and the 

lack of listening to the "other side". 
 

In these first days and weeks of 2021, as a Synod, let us work on these three things. And 

let us share with each other, what is working and how the Spirit is moving and leading. 

Let's tell each other and ask your pastors and councils to share with our deans and 

Synod staff. We will then share with the whole Synod. Let's go and grow more alive 

and vital, together, as church, by the grace of our great God.  
 

—Bishop Christopher deForest 
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Broadcast Schedule  
All of our programs listed below can be watched on Comcast 

Channel 190 (in the Reading Hospital, Channel 80) or online at any 

time at www.trinityreading.org or on our YouTube channel at 

www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch. Worship videos are 

available online as of 7:00 AM on Sundays. 

 

Sundays 

6:00 PM - First Friday 

6:30 PM - Music from Trinity 

7:00 PM: Trinity Worship Service 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesdays  

4:00 PM: Trinity Worship 

5:00 PM: Music from Trinity 

5:30 PM: First Friday 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

527 Washington Street, Reading, PA  19601   

(610) 374-4861  www.trinityreading.org    

Affirmation of Welcome: Trinity Lutheran Church is 

recognized by Reconciling Works as a "Reconciling in Christ" 

Congregation which welcomes all LGBTQ persons into all 

facets of congregational life.. 

http://www.trinityreading.org
http://www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch

