
     

Trinity Steeple Notes  

February 2022 News and Notes  
 

Transitions 

A message from Deaconess Deborah 

“Who will lead us in worship?” “What about pastoral care?” “When will we get an 

interim?” 

As we move into the liminal space between called pastors, many questions surface.  

Your Trinity Vestry and Staff continue to serve faithfully as we navigate these waters 

together. 

The NEPA Synod has met with the Vestry and been in contact with me regarding our 

vacancy.  At this time over 1/3 of West Berks Mission District congregations are 

without a called pastor and few interim pastors are available.  We have been assured 

that our synod is working to identify someone who will walk with us, whether that be 

full time or part time.  We do not know exactly when an interim pastor will be in place.  

Worship:  Each Sunday we will welcome a guest pastor and 

preacher.  Many have already been scheduled to lead us, 

including Pastor John Richter, Pastor Virginia Biniek, Pastor 

Fred Opalinski, Pastor Mike Bennethum, Bishop Christopher 

deForest, and Common Ground Intern Melissa Hrdlicka.  I 

also will continue to preach monthly as per my current call.  

We hope to connect with WBMD congregations for mid-week Lenten worship and 

study opportunities.  

 

Continued on page 2... 
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Pastoral Care/Emergencies: Vestry has appointed me to be ‘first contact’ for 

emergencies including hospital visitation (when allowed).  I will continue pastoral care 

to homebound and others as needed and requested. As an ordained ELCA deacon, I am 

authorized to preside at funerals (without communion), and we have a number of 

retired pastors in our congregation who are willing to help when available. 

Communication: This is vital for all of us in our Trinity 

Community.  The Vestry and Call Committee (to be determined) 

will work to offer clear communication via Steeple Notes, e-mail, 

and social media, even if it is to tell you that we don’t have 

anything to report.  PLEASE – if you have any questions, concerns, 

or issues we encourage you to please speak directly to a Vestry or 

Staff member.  Anxiety can run high during a pastoral transition. 

It is imperative that we work together to avoid unnecessary 

triangulation that can lead to conflict and hurt feelings.  “Parking 

lot” conversations and “People are saying” comments are not 

productive if they are not brought to the attention of our leaders directly by the person 

who has the concern.  We are not perfect.  We will probably disappoint you at some 

time during the next months. But we are together in this important ministry in 

downtown Reading.  Don’t give up on us.  

Prayer: In all we do, we will soak it in prayer.   Pray daily for your Vestry and Staff.  

Pray for our synodical leaders.  Pray for understanding, strength, wisdom, patience and 

more for our whole congregation.   

Breathe. God’s got this.  Who knows what the Spirit has in store for us next? 
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Bishop Christopher deForest at Trinity  

Sunday, February 20 

We have the honor of welcoming Bishop deForest who will 

preach and preside at our 10:00 worship service.  He will 

also be leading a forum after worship to share his vision for 

our synod and to answer any questions.  We hope to stream 

the forum for those who cannot attend in person. 

 

A Note from Pastor Alan 

I thank you for your support, your prayers, your friendship, and your partnership in 

ministry over the past six and a half years.  I will always be grateful to God for our time 

together as we faced both unexpected challenges and moments of surprising grace.  As 

Phyllis and I enter retirement, please understand that we will need personal time to 

adapt to this new phase of our lives.  We do not plan to perform pastoral duties in our 

first year of retirement and our contact with friends from our churches will be limited.  

This is to give both you and us space to discover how God is calling us forward.  Thank 

you for respecting these boundaries.  Know that you are in our prayers and in our 

hearts. 

Prepare for Worship 
 

February 6:  Isaiah 6:1-13; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 

February 13: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26 

February 20:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50; 

  Luke 6:27-38 

February 27:  Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2; Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a] 
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Vestry Notes (The following is a brief summary; not official minutes.)  

Trinity’s Vestry met via Zoom at 6:00 PM January 10, followed by an Exit Interview 

with Pastor Alan and WBMD Dean Colleen Cox at 7:00 PM. 

A Gift Committee recommendation for distribution of some residual bequest funds was 

approved, with $451.46 going to the General Endowment and an equal amount going to 

the LGBT Center of Reading.  Deaconess Deborah has been asked to oversee hospital 

and homebound visitation until an interim pastor arrives.  She will keep track of 

additional hours required and report monthly to Vestry.  In-person learning and choir 

have been suspended through January (with the exception of the January 30 forum/

farewell conversation). This will be reevaluated next month.  A family Valentines event 

is still scheduled for February, with social distancing in the Auditorium.  The 

Decorating Committee’s request for a single storage space without stairs is referred to 

Property Committee.  It was approved that Common Ground may change its service 

time to 2:30 PM on Sundays if that enhances their ministry; they will need flexibility in 

prep time if there are other Trinity events after worship.  Committee and Staff reports 

were received. 

The preliminary year-end Treasurer’s Report was received, but formal acceptance 

deferred until all 2021 postings are complete.  It appears that there will be a favorable 

variance from budget, thanks to good member giving and restrained expenditures. 

 

Pastoral Acts and Membership Transactions 

Patti & Tom Anewalt transferred membership to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Lancaster 
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Hazel House Thanks for Christmas Gifts 
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Souper Bowl of Caring – February 6 & 13 

Tackle Hunger with Us! 

Imagine if every person who watched the big game (and those who 

don't) gave just $1.00 to local food ministries. On Superbowl Sunday 

in 1990, 22 youth groups in South Carolina began the movement 

praying: 
 

“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, 

help us to be mindful of those without even a bowl of soup to eat.” 
 

On February 6 and 13, look for the youth of Trinity who will be holding big pots and 

ladles, collecting monetary donations for our Lutheran Pantry. ($1 can purchase $20 

worth of food!)  Be part of this movement that is sharing God’s love with those in great 

need.   

Check out https://tacklehunger.org/ for more information.   

 

The Greatest of these is LOVE  

February 6 at 9:00 AM in the auditorium 

Sunday School kids, youth and young at heart are invited to 

come to the auditorium on Sunday, February 6.  We will be 

learning more about God’s Love for us and for others.  

Activities will include creating special Valentines for 

homebound and cards thanking our essential workers.   

The auditorium is large enough to ensure safe spacing while 

we work and serve together. 
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In Our Prayers the Week of January 30 
 

Those who are sick or in need of healing: Darryl Jeffries, Julia Cherry 

(friend of Jenn Smith), Doris (friend of Pat McMahon), and Darlene 

Lupo (family of Dar Unger)  
 

Ongoing prayer requests for friends and members of Trinity:  Tom 

Shultz, Elton Richards, Linda Motley, Nancy Nagle, Grete Furrow, Janet Clemmer, 

Luther Routte, Dick Evans, Walter Schur, Ed Harlin, the Sawyer family, Grey Dinsmore 

(nephew of Rachel Gambone), Barbara & David Regar (friends of Barbara Ketchum), 

David Unruh (brother of Ralph Unruh), Tina Koch (friend of Jenn Smith), Jacob Unger 

(grandson of Dar Unger), Cindy Marsh (Anita Dolak’s classmate), Celia Cosentino 

(friend of Jane Zobian), Mark Kummerer (son of Larry Kummerer), and Rich Stewart 

(friend of Ginny Biniek)  
 

Homebound members:  Karin Flatt, Joan Goncher, Sarah Rothermel, Betty & Karl 

Leuffen, Walter Schur, Noreen Showalter, and Tom Shultz 

 

Trinity households:  Dan, Ellen & Allison Huyett; Bruce & Bernadette Ilgen; Kirsten & 

Guy Irwin; Marian Jameson; and Darryl Jeffries & Thomas Shultz 
 

 

Prepare for Worship 
 

February 6:  Isaiah 6:1-13; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 

February 13: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26 

February 20:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50; 

  Luke 6:27-38 

February 27:  Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2; Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a] 
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Broadcast Schedule for February 
All of our programs listed below can be watched on Comcast 

Channel 190 (in the Reading Hospital, Channel 80) or online at any 

time at www.trinityreading.org or on our YouTube channel at 

www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch. Trinity’s Sunday 

morning worship is also live streamed via Facebook and You Tube.  

You may log on to either platform on Sunday mornings                                           

at 10:00 AM and worship at the same time as the in-person congregation.    

Sundays 

6:00 PM: First Friday: Sikhism,    

   Empathy, and the Contemporary  

   American Experience (Part 2)   

6:30 PM: Music from Trinity: 

   Stephen Williams and Karen  

   Eddinger, piano and organ  

7:00 PM: Trinity Worship Service 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

527 Washington Street, Reading, PA  19601   

(610) 374-4861  www.trinityreading.org    

A congregation of Reading Lutheran Parish and West Berks Mission District 

 

Wednesdays  

4:00 PM: Trinity Worship 

5:00 PM: Music from Trinity:  

   Stephen Williams and Karen  

   Eddinger, piano and organ  

5:30 PM: First Friday:  

   Sikhism, Empathy, and  

   the Contemporary American     

   Experience (Part 2)   

Affirmation of Welcome: Trinity Lutheran Church is 

recognized by Reconciling Works as a "Reconciling in 

Christ" Congregation which welcomes all LGBTQ+ 

persons into all facets of congregational life.. 

http://www.trinityreading.org
http://www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch

