
     

Trinity Steeple Notes  

April 2022 News and Notes  
 

Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday—April 10, 10:00 AM 

On the Sunday of the Passion, we remember our Lord’s triumphal 

entry to Jerusalem and his betrayal, suffering and death for our 

salvation.  At 9:00 a.m., all are welcome to gather in the auditorium 

and then participate in a procession of palms and prayer walk 

through the city, distributing palms and blessings to passersby as 

we go.  The 10:00 service begins with a stirring prelude, César Franck’s  Pièce Héroïque.  

Our children, youth, and choir will lead the procession of palms through the nave 

before we transition to the more somber tone of the remembrance of Christ’s passion. 

 

Maundy Thursday—April 14, 7:30 PM 

Broadcast live on Comcast Channel 190, Facebook and YouTube 

Commemorating the evening in the Upper Room, our service will include foot washing 

while the moving organ piece Le Banquet Céleste (The Celestial Banquet) by Oliver 

Messiaen is played. The service will include Holy Communion and conclude with the 

“Stripping of the Altar” while cantors Ben Hoover and Peter Graf chant Psalm 88.  

 

Good Friday—April 15, 12:00 PM 

Streamed live on YouTube and Facebook and available afterward on demand 

Life and death stand side by side as we enter Good Friday. This spoken service will 

include readings, Psalm 22, the Bidding Prayer, the Procession of the Cross, and    

Solemn Reproaches. 
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Parish News 
 

 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 

April 17, 10:00 AM 

Celebrating the resurrection of our Savior, the service will start 

with a Festive Trumpet Tune by David German. Hymns, readings, 

and the return of the Alleluia will fill the beautifully decorated 

nave. The choir will sing Ich bin die Auferstehung (I Am the 

Resurrection and the Life) by Gallus Dressler. Louis Vierne’s rousing 

“Carillon” from 24 Pièces en style libre will conclude our worship time. 

Following the service there will be an Easter Egg Hunt for the children. Bring a basket! 

We hope everyone will join us for a few minutes in our beautiful courtyard to revel in 

the joy and excitement of our youngest members. 

 

Seeking Lectors 

We are grateful that in-person ministries/activities are returning at Trinity.  Beginning 

April 24, we would like to resume having lectors read the lessons at our Sunday 

morning services. If you are interested in serving please see, call, or email Karen 

Eddinger, keddinger@trinityreading.org 

 

Deliver Easter Flowers to a Homebound Member 

We invite you to share Easter cheer with one of our homebound 

members by delivering a potted flower from our Easter Sunday 

display.  Please sign up on the sheet on the annex bulletin board.  

Addresses are available if needed. You may pick up the plant 

after 11:00 worship on Easter Sunday (April 17) or Tuesday-

Thursday, 9 AM-3 PM the week after Easter.  Thank you! 

 

 

mailto:keddinger@trinityreading.org
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Parish News 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Live and In-Person! 

Our Covenant Prayer Shawl group is meeting the 4th Wednesday of each month at    

1:00 PM in the Auditorium. We pray together and bless the work of our hands and 

spend time knitting, crocheting, and kibitzing (to chat/converse). BYOS (Bring your own 

snack.) Speak to Deaconess Deborah for more information or just come and join us.   

 

Masking Now Optional 

Dear Trinity Family, 

During the Vestry meeting on Monday, March 14, 2022, it was approved that masking 

will now be optional in all Trinity buildings and on Trinity grounds. This decision was 

based upon current transmission rates in Berks County, updated guidelines from the 

CDC, and input from Trinity’s COVID-19 task force.  

Trinity will continue to implement social distancing during all worship services. 

Current procedures for offering and communion will stay in place, as they promote 

social distancing.  Please reach out to the church office with any questions or concerns.  

In grace, flexibility, and patience,  

Jen Mazur, Vestry President 

 

Spring Clean-up Day April 9, 9:00 AM—noon 

The Property Committee invites you to help clean our church.   

Wear some old clothes and help us spruce up the church for Easter!  

Pizza lunch to follow. 
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Mission & Service 
 

Help the ELCA’s Ukranian Crisis Response 

Many of these Ukrainians fleeing their homes need shelter, such basic necessities as 

food, water and toiletries, and pastoral and psychological support to address the 

trauma they’ve endured.  Give online here:  Your gifts will support Ukrainians and 

others. Gifts to “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” will be used in full (100%) to assist 

those affected by the crisis in Ukraine and neighboring countries.  You may also write a 

check to Trinity; please mark the check or offering envelope with “ELCA Disaster 

Fund.” Our prayers abound for the loss and devastation experienced in Ukraine and 

Eastern Europe.   

Rev. Daniel Rift, Director, ELCA World Hunger & Lutheran Disaster Response Fund  
 

 

Family Promise: Information and Sign Ups 

Too many families experience homelessness.  We have a great 

resource in Berks County called Family Promise of Berks 

County which helps families experiencing homelessness for the 

first time with a place to stay, vocational and interview skills 

training, job hunting, and much more. Trinity has been working 

with Atonement Lutheran to help support this ministry. 

Trinity and Atonement will be helping Family Promise families during the weeks of 

4/11/22, 4/18/22, 7/11/22 and 7/18/22.  

 

Continued on page 5... 

 

 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=287065&srctid=1&erid=79c3ffcd-ab2d-4b16-a8cc-81e591790d90&trid=79c3ffcd-ab2d-4b16-a8cc-81e591790d90
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=287065&srctid=1&erid=79c3ffcd-ab2d-4b16-a8cc-81e591790d90&trid=79c3ffcd-ab2d-4b16-a8cc-81e591790d90
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=287065&srctid=1&erid=79c3ffcd-ab2d-4b16-a8cc-81e591790d90&trid=79c3ffcd-ab2d-4b16-a8cc-81e591790d90
http://www.familypromiseofberks.org/
http://www.familypromiseofberks.org/
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Volunteers have the choice of providing prepared meals on Mondays and 

Wednesdays, getting groceries, donating grocery card gift cards or a hybrid of any or 

all 3. Providing gift cards may be easier for the families who have allergies, do not eat 

meat, gluten-free, etc. Since they will have kitchens, cooking also instills self-sufficiency 

and empowers the client to oversee something when much of their current situation 

leads them to feel powerless.  

There will be two different drop-off locations and we will assist three-four families (12-

15 people) like before. Drop-offs will be contactless and volunteers will not be engaging 

with clients directly due to the COVID-19 virus, for everyone’s safety.   

 

“I am proud to be part of an organization that does such impactful work for people experiencing 

homelessness in Berks County. Our Hospitality Program is the 90-day shelter program in which 

families are offered housing, meals, case management, financial literacy, job placement 

assistance, and more. Any meals or gift cards you donate will be given to the folks in this 

Hospitality Program, and these donations will go a very long way in helping your fellow Berks 

County residents get back on their feet. If you’re interested in helping further or joining our 

board, please don’t hesitate to reach out!”  

- Rachel Himes-Dewalt, Secretary on the Board of Directors of Family Promise of Berks 

County, rhimesdewalt@gmail.com 

Sign up for the weeks of 4/11/2022 & 4/18/2022 here 

Sign up for the weeks of 7/11/2022 & 7/18/2022 here 

 

 

mailto:rhimesdewalt@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E49A9A822A4F94-family22
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E49A9A822A4F94-family23
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Learning Ministries 

 

Sunday Forums in April - 9:00 AM in the Auditorium 

Interesting-Informative-Inspirational  

 

April 3:  We welcome Mr. John Lauer, a member of the Afghan 

Sponsor Circle of Greater Reading Area.  John will share about the 

Sponsor Circle Program, a community-led resettlement initiative that 

allows everyday Americans to take on the responsibility of 

welcoming an Afghan newcomer to their communities.  To find out more about the 

Sponsor Circle Program, you can visit the website at 

https://www.sponsorcircles.org 

April 10:  Palm Sunday Prayer Walk.  We gather at 9:00 AM in the Auditorium to write 

prayers for our community and world.  Weather permitting, we will shout Hosanna, 

walk, and pray around our neighborhood while sharing palm branches with anyone 

who passes by!  (It’s a great way to view the fabulous architecture of buildings around 

our church.) 

April 17: Easter Sunday!  There is no 9:00 forum this day.  You are invited to mingle 

with other members as we watch the excitement of surprise at the Easter Egg Hunt after 

worship.  Kids grades 6 and younger are invited to bring a basket and meet Deaconess 

Deborah in the Auditorium right after worship. (Youth helpers – contact DD if you are 

able to hide some eggs!) 

April 24:  The Stories of Dreamers.  The Greater Reading Immigration Project has 

provided scholarships for students who may not otherwise have the opportunity to 

continue higher education.  We will hear the stories of Emely T., prior recipient of 

scholarship who graduated college and is an accountant with her protege Alfa A. who 

is presently an undocumented Senior at RHS.  

 

https://www.sponsorcircles.org
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Learning Ministries 

 
 

ChAOS and Youth Updates 

On April 2, youth grades 5 & up will be participating in the Berks County Youth Holy 

Week Retreat, a one-day experience walking through Holy Week.  (Deaconess Deborah 

is the registrar and can squeeze in any last-minute registrations!) 

Hope’s Garden Service Opportunity – Our ChAOS (Catechism And Other Stuff) youth 

will be meeting on the afternoon of Sunday, April 24 to help clean up the community 

garden at Hope Lutheran (601 N. Front Street – Parking lot across the Street.)  If you are 

interested in helping with this project, please contact Deaconess Deborah. 

Berks County Based Mission Trip June 20-23:  Mark your calendars for a week of 

service and learning.  Trinity Youth grades 7 and up are invited to join youth from 

Allegheny, St. John’s Sinking Spring, and other Lutheran Churches.  More details to 

follow. 

 

Education Assistance Applications Due May 15 

Trinity is able to offer financial assistance to student members, 

some in the form of specific scholarships, but most through the 

offer of no-interest student loans.  Applications are available to 

download from the church website at  www.trinityreading.org; click on  'Ministries' 

and then on 'Educational Assistance.'  No late or incomplete applications will be 

accepted.  Interviews with Educational Assistance committee will be scheduled for 

early to mid June. 

After vestry consideration of the recommendations, all students will be notified.   

Those persons who are offered loans will then receive a repayment document to 

complete.  Once that paperwork and all other requirements are met, a check will be 

disbursed by mid-August. 

http://www.trinityreading.org


  8 

Broadcast Schedule for April 
All of our programs listed below can be watched on Comcast 

Channel 190 (in the Reading Hospital, Channel 80) or online at any 

time at www.trinityreading.org or on our YouTube channel at 

www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch. Trinity’s Sunday 

morning worship is also live streamed via Facebook and You Tube.  

You may log on to either platform on Sunday mornings                                           

at 10:00 AM and worship at the same time as the in-person congregation.    

Sundays 

6:00 PM: First Friday: Sunni Islam 

6:30 PM: Music from Trinity: 

   Jocelyn Crosby, flute   

   and Doug Wimer, piano  

7:00 PM: Trinity Worship Service 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

527 Washington Street, Reading, PA  19601   

(610) 374-4861  www.trinityreading.org    

A congregation of Reading Lutheran Parish and West Berks Mission District 

 

Wednesdays  

4:00 PM: Trinity Worship 

5:00 PM: Music from Trinity:  

   Jocelyn Crosby, flute   

   and Doug Wimer, piano  

5:30 PM: First Friday: Sunni Islam 

    

Affirmation of Welcome: Trinity Lutheran Church is 

recognized by Reconciling Works as a "Reconciling in 

Christ" Congregation which welcomes all LGBTQ+ 

persons into all facets of congregational life.. 

http://www.trinityreading.org
http://www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch

