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Trinity Steeple Notes
July 2022

Community and Communication

In this time of pastoral transition our leaders, staff, and    
members are faithfully working together to continue our 
ministry in the heart of Reading.   It is important that we keep 
lines of communication open, especially in this season of 
summer when many of us will travel and take vacation time.  
Some things will fall through the cracks. We are not always aware of hospitalizations 
or other needs for spiritual care.  It may be tempting to grumble a little bit if something 
gets overlooked.  A better response is to talk to staff or leadership with a complaint 
or concern.  And if you think of someone you haven’t seen in a while, pray for them, 
give them a phone call, send a note, and let them know they are missed. We are in this 
together.

If you or someone you know would appreciate a visit, phone call, or a latte, please be in 
touch with Deaconess Deborah.  If you would like to be included in our Sunday prayers, 
either immediate (spoken in worship) or ongoing, please contact the church office.  

Second Sunday Forum: Explore Your God
9:00 in the Hintz Room
Taking our lead from Luke 10:25-37, the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan, we will be reflecting on the topics of coping with 
adversity, judging others, and living out your faith.  Grab a cup of 
coffee and join us for relaxed conversation and community time.  
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Karen Eddinger on Sabbatical

A few years ago, our Vestry granted me a sabbatical.  I 
was supposed to take it in 2020 but it was postponed until 
this summer.  For four weeks, I will be volunteering at the 
Lutheran Summer Music Academy at Valparaiso University.   
LSM is the nation’s premier faith-based music academy for 
high school students.  Students who have completed eighth 
through twelfth grades come for a two or four-week immersive experience.  

Faculty from all over the country come to teach instrumental and vocal music.  Students 
are offered private lessons and they participate in large and small ensembles with 
numerous performing opportunities.  Classes are offered in music theory, music history, 
church music, composition, conducting, handbells, jazz ensemble, music recording, 
musical theatre, music therapy, and many more.  Morning and Evening Prayer are part 
of each day, and a Bach cantata is presented on the final Sunday of the session.  Many 
evenings there are faculty recitals.  

The last week of LSM, members of the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians will be 
on campus for a conference.  The interaction of these two groups purposely happened 
in 2018 and was the impetus for my decision to volunteer at LSM.  I am thrilled that the 
two organizations will again be together, this year with more intentional interaction 
between the adults and students.  The professional a cappella groups Cantus and 
Calmus (from Leipzig) will be with us both performing and leading worship and classes.  
The final few days on campus will be flooded with LSM alumni, who will return to 
celebrate LSM 40th anniversary.  It should be quite the experience!  

Continued on page 3...
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I left home on June 22.  LSM students arrive in Valparaiso June 26 and we all depart July 
24.  My sabbatical will conclude on August 16, giving me a few weeks to catch my breath 
before returning to Trinity.  I am grateful to the Vestry for granting me this opportunity 
and to Sandra Sittler, who will be covering the worship responsibilities in my absence.  
Follow my summer adventures on Trinity’s Facebook page!

Vestry June 13 Meeting Notes 
(this summary does not constitute official Vestry minutes)

Trinity’s Vestry met Monday June 13 for an organizational meeting.  
Officers were elected: Jenn Smith, president; Amy Litvinov, vice-
president; Hannah Long, secretary; Steve Welz, executive member 
at large; and Jeff Wasmuth, treasurer. 

Members discussed the congregational questionnaires and the 
need to form a call committee.  Vestry appointed Steve Welz as the vestry member to 
the call committee.  Once the congregational questionnaires are collected and compiled, 
this information will be used to guide vestry in the formation of a call committee that 
best serves the congregational needs as identified by our church members.  Although 
it is traditional that Vestry does not meet in July, the members felt that at this time of 
transition a meeting should be held and is scheduled for July 25.   

Staff reports were received and there was discussion about administrative needs of the 
church.  Other matters discussed included educational funds, property, and the HVAC 
system.  
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Congratulations Graduates!

We celebrate with members and friends and offer congratulations 
on your achievements.  We pray God’s blessings for your future 
endeavors. (If we have inadvertently missed a name, please accept 
our apologies and share your news with Deaconess Deborah 
dgraf@trinityreading.org for our next Steeple Notes.)

Emma Care graduated with high honors from Wyomissing High School and will be 
attending the Smeal School of  Business at Penn State in the fall. She was accepted 
into the Sapphire Leadership Academic Program and plans to pursue a degree in 
international business.

Reagan Rosenbaum graduated with honors from Governor Mifflin High School and 
plans to attend Johnson and Wales University in Providence, RI majoring in hospitality 
management with a concentration in Sports and Event Management.  She will be 
spending her summer as a junior counselor at Bear Creek Camp.
 
Rob Speece graduated from Wilson High School on June 3. He is the recipient of the 
Kathryn Schiffner Scholarship Fund award from the Reading Musical Foundation and 
was awarded a musical merit scholarship to Susquehanna University where he will 
study music education in the fall.

Abby Care graduated magna cum laude from George Washington University earning 
a Bachelor of Arts degree majoring in human services and social justice with a minor in 
criminal justice. She received the Honey W. Nashman award for outstanding scholarship 
in her field by the Department of Sociology. Upon graduating, Abby plans to spend a 
year working in mental health and therapeutic treatment before returning to school to 
further her career in the field of psychology and counseling. 
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Quinn Crozier-Christy graduated from Columbia College Chicago on May 15 with a 
degree in film and a minor in animation. He’s successfully designed and sold an album 
cover and various marketing merchandise for a band featured on Spotify.  Quinn did his 
last semester interning in Los Angeles for a documentarian. He hopes to move back to 
LA after graduation and pursue a career in animation. 

Danny Kelly-Buckley graduated on May 14 from Loyola University in Baltimore 
with a BA in Elementary Education and was invited into the Phi Beta Kappa academic 
honor society.   He will be moving to Baltimore and teaching part time while attending 
graduate school to earn his ESL certificate.

Tom Hofmann earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry 
and graduated from Muhlenberg College.  In his last year he was 
president of the Muhlenberg chapter of Delta Tau Delta fraternity; 
principal violinist in the school chamber orchestra; captain of 
Ultimate Frisbee team; lead researcher for a project on the flavoring 
compounds in e-liquids.  Tom plans to take a year off to work in his 
field of study and then will go on to graduate school.

Meghan Sacco graduated from the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies at the 
University of Edinburgh earning a Bachelors of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery 
(B.V.M.S.) degree.  She will be working as an emergency veterinarian at Furdunkin 
Urgent Care and Surgical Center in Lancaster.

Melissa Hrdlicka, Common Ground Pastoral Intern, graduated from Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago with a Masters of Divinity. Future plans include finding a first call 
in East Central Synod of Wisconsin!

Continued on page 6...
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Yani Najarian earned a master’s degree from George Washington University in Asian 
Studies earning an award as the best student in this major. This summer she has a 
graduate fellowship is research which gives her the opportunity to look for a permanent 
position.  She loves research and writing so hopes to work for the State Dept or a think 
tank located in DC.

Martha Good earned her doctoral degree in education from William Howard Taft 
University with a focus on educational leadership and technology. She researched the 
motivational orientations of Generation Z pre-service teachers studying in a liberal 
art setting as her dissertation publication. Martha plans to continue teaching while 
exploring ways to promote the teaching profession, especially in the undergraduate 
setting.

Psalm, Psalm, Psalm-er Time!
This summer during worship, we will be praying Psalms in many ways. Keep your 
eyes peeled for various translations (the King James Version, first published in 1611; 
the Hebrew Bible, translated by Robert Alter, 2019; the Psalter, translation by the 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy, 1994; The Message Bible, by Eugene 
Peterson, 2002.) It is our hope that by praying familiar Psalms with different words, we 
may encounter God’s Word in fresh ways.  When you worship, see how the translations 
compare with the NRSV in the hymnal or with your own Bible translation at home. 

Prepare for Worship

July 3: Isa 66:10-14; Ps 66:1-9; Gal 6:1-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
July 10: Deut 30:9-14; Ps 25:1-10; Col 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37
July 17: Gen 18:1-10a; Ps 15; Col 1:15-28; Luke 10:38-42
July 24: Gen 18:20-32; Ps 138; Col 2:6-19; Luke 11:1-13
July 31: Eccles 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23; Ps 49:1-12; Col 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21



Steeple Notes

  
7

Family Promise Hosting Weeks of July 11 and 18

We have a great resource in Berks County called Family Promise of 
Berks County which helps families experiencing homelessness for 
the first time with a place to stay, vocational and interview skills 
training, job hunting, and much more. Trinity has been working 
with Atonement Lutheran to help support this ministry.  Trinity and 
Atonement will be helping Family Promise families during the weeks 
of 7/11/22 and 7/18/22. Speak to Dcs. Deborah or sign up here. Cooking dinner for the 
families is a great project to do with your children or grandchildren.

Faith and Civic Engagement Listening Event

Sunday, July 17, 2:00-3:30 PM in the fellowship hall of Grace Lutheran Church,         

30 Liberty Street, Shillington, PA  19607

You are invited! Throughout this summer across the nation the ELCA is conducting 
Listening Events to provide input for the creation of our denomination’s next social 
statement which will be on Faith and Civic Engagement.
 
This listening event will be an opportunity for individuals to share their thoughts and 
ideas as to what should be included in such a social statement. ELCA Lutherans of all 
ages, sexual orientation, races, political persuasion and ethnic background are invited 
to attend so that those who are tasked with writing the statement will have an accurate 
picture regarding the thoughts and ideas of the membership of our denomination on 
this important subject for us as Christians. Please make every effort to attend. RSVP to 
Pastor Colleen Cox at acre100@aol.com.



Affirmation of Welcome: Trinity Lutheran 
Church is recognized by Reconciling Works as 
a “Reconciling in Christ” Congregation which 
welcomes all LGBTQ+ persons into all facets 
of congregational life.

Trinity Lutheran Church
527 Washington Street, Reading, PA  19601  (610) 374-4861 
www.trinityreading.org

All of our programs listed below can be watched on Comcast 
Channel 190 (in the Reading Hospital, Channel 80) or online at any 
time at www.trinityreading.org, on Facebook, or on our YouTube 
channel at www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch.   Worship 
is available both on demand and streamed live at 10:00 AM on 
Sundays.

Sundays
6:00 PM: First Friday: Hinduism

6:30 PM: Music from Trinity:    
  Christa Beveridge, soprano

7:00 PM: Trinity Worship Service

Wednesdays 
4:00 PM: Trinity Worship

5:00 PM: Music from Trinity: 
   Christa Beveridge, soprano

5:30 PM: First Friday: Hinduism

July Broadcast Schedule


