Lectionary 17/Pentecost 7
The Holy Eucharist at 10:00 AM
July 24, 2022
Welcome to Trinity
Lutheran Church
527 Washington Street
Reading, PA 19601
(610) 374-4861
www.trinityreading.org

Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God
when Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and
built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers
prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you
increased my strength within me.”
Congregational words are in bold print.

+ + +
Masks are welcomed,
but no longer required.
Vaccinations are highly
recommended.
Please maintain
appropriate distancing
between households and
use hand sanitizer.

+ + +
All are invited to join us at
the Lord’s table for Holy
Communion.

+ + +
Our AED machine is
mounted on the wall in
the stairway near the
baptismal font.

+ + +
Please silence your
cell phone.

Trinity Lutheran Church
is recognized by
Reconciling Works as a
“Reconciling in Christ”
Congregation which
welcomes all LGBTQ+
persons into all facets of
congregational life.

Welcome
Prelude
Adoro te devote

Timothy Flynn

Please stand as you are able.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen 		
our own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table. When met by those
in need, we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors. Amen
Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our
sins but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen

Gathering Hymn - Golden Breaks the Dawn

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray,
and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy.
Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
Be seated.

First Reading: Genesis 18:20-32
In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. Appealing to
God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for the sake of the few righteous people there,
including Abraham’s nephew, Lot.
After the reading:
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138 (from The Hebrew Bible)
Lectern Side

Piano Side

I acclaim You with all my heart, before gods I hymn to You.
I bow toward Your holy temple, and I acclaim your name for Your kindness and Your steadfast
truth, for You have made Your word great across all Your heavens.
On the day I called You answered me, You made strength well up within me.
All kings of the earth will acclaim You, Lord, for they have heard the words of Your mouth.
And they will sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the Lord’s glory.
For high is the Lord yet the lowly He sees, and the lofty, from a distance, He knows.
Though I walk in the midst of straits, You give me life in spite of my enemies’ wrath.
You stretch out Your hand, and Your right hand rescues me.
The Lord will requite me.
O Lord, Your kindness is forever. Do not let go of Your handiwork.
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Second Reading: Colossians 2:6-19
The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies and traditions
that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in his death and
resurrection which is enacted in baptism.
After the reading:
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Teaching Time for All God’s Children
Please stand as you are able.

Gospel Acclamation

The Holy Gospel: Luke 11:1-13
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s mercy, and
the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to childlike trust and persistence in prayer.
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon
Please stand as you are able.

Hymn of the Day - Ask the Complicated Questions
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.
After a brief silence each petition concludes:
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
After the final petition:
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these
spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please greet one another from a distance and then remain standing.
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Offering Prayer
Let us pray. God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor 		
in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus,
Amen

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is indeed right, ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus
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Thanksgiving at the Table
O God triune, how majestic...we creatures of dust join in the ancient song:
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.
O God triune, you took on our flesh...we mortals sing our song:
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.
We praise you for the heart of Jesus,...we your children unite in this song:
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.
O God triune, you create the worlds,...to praise you again:
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.
Amen, and amen.
Amen, and amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
		 on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
		 who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
Be seated.
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Distribution
Following the direction of the usher, approach the altar, maintaing a safe distance between households.
Please ask your server if you need a gluten-free wafer or prefer grape juice. As you return to your seat,
place your empty glass in the corner basket. Those not partaking of communion are invited to come forward
for a blessing. If you are unable to approach the altar for communion, inform the usher and the sacrament
will be brought to you.
After all have received Communion, please stand as you are able.

Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen

Blessing
The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you, and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen

Sending Hymn - Now to the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray - see page 10
Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
All Glory Be to God on High

Johann Sebastian Bach
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Sending Hymn - Now to the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray
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Leaders in Today’s Liturgy: July 24, 2022 -Lectionary 17/Pentecost 7
Preaching and Presiding: Pr. Mark Christy
Assisting Minister: Dcs. Deborah Graf
Organist: Sandra Sittler
Lector: Steve Hofmann
Greeter: Annie Harlin
Ushers: David & Sue Shellong
Communion Assistant: Steve Hofmann
Altar Guild: Bernadette Ilgen, Jacinda Motley, Joshua Motley, Linda Motley, Robin Oberholtzer and
Beth Welz
Today’s altar flowers and broadcast are dedicated to the glory of God and in loving memory of her
parents, Carolyn W. and H. Grant Eisenberg, M.D., by Carol
We thank Sandra Sittler for planning today’s worship
Immediate prayer requests: Hannah Shelly, John Kirby, and Norah Wolfe-Blatt
Ongoing prayer requests: Kelley Crozier, Rick Chavaes, JT Motley, David Strobel, Ruth Adam (friend
of Graf family), Celia Cosentino (friend of Jane Zobian), Doris (friend of Pat McMahon), Dick Evans,
Ed Harlin, Nathan Hudson (son-in-law of Anita Dolak), Darryl Jeffries, Tina Koch (friend of Jenn
Smith), Nancy Nagle, Betty Rickenbach (Karen Nein’s mother), Luther Routté, the Sawyer family,
Walter Schur, Dar Unger, and David Unruh (brother of Ralph Unruh)
Trinity households: Carol Batdorf; Al Beadencup; Sarah, David & Evelyn Bierly; Virginia Biniek; and
Peggy Bobb
Prepare for Worship July 31: Eccles 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23; Ps 49:1-12; Col 3:1-11; and Luke 12:13-21
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This Week’s Calendar

Broadcast Schedule for July

Sunday, July 24: Lectionary 17/Pentecost 7
10:00 AM: Worship (Nave)
1:00PM: Growing Stronger Together Youth
Group (Allegheny Lutheran Church)
2:00 PM: Common Ground Worship and
Meal Takeaway

All of our programs listed below can be
watched on Comcast Channel 190, Reading
Hospital Channel 80, online at www.
trinityreading.org, on our YouTube channel
at www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch.
Trinity’s Sunday morning worship is also live
streamed via Facebook and YouTube. You may
log on to either platform on Sunday mornings
at 10:00 AM and worship at the same time as
the in-person congregation.

Monday, July 25
9:45 AM: Program Staff Meeting
7:00 PM: Vestry Meeting (Trinity)
Tuesday, July 26
9:30 AM: Full Staff Meeting
Wednesday, July 27
1:00 PM: Covenant Prayer Shawl
Sunday, July 31: Lectionary 18/Pentecost 8
10:00 AM: Worship (Nave)
2:00 PM: Common Ground Worship and
Meal Takeaway
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Sundays
6:00 PM First Friday: Hinduism
6:30 PM Music From Trinity:
Duo Terlano
7:00 PM Trinity Worship Service

Wednesdays
4:00 PM Trinity Worship Service
5:00 PM Music From Trinity:
Duo Terlano
5:30 PM First Friday: Hinduism
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