Lectionary 24/Pentecost 14
God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday
The Holy Eucharist at 10:00 AM
September 11, 2022
Welcome to Trinity
Lutheran Church
527 Washington Street
Reading, PA 19601
(610) 374-4861
www.trinityreading.org

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy
hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and
saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1
Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.
Congregational words are in bold print.

+ + +
Masks are welcomed,
but no longer required.
Vaccinations are highly
recommended.
Please maintain
appropriate distancing
between households and
use hand sanitizer.

Welcome
Prelude
Voluntary in F

Eric H. Thiman

Please stand as you are able.

+ + +
All are invited to join us at
the Lord’s table for Holy
Communion.

+ + +
Our AED machine is
mounted on the wall in
the stairway near the
baptismal font.

+ + +
Please silence your
cell phone.

Trinity Lutheran Church
is recognized by
Reconciling Works as a
“Reconciling in Christ”
Congregation which
welcomes all LGBTQ+
persons into all facets of
congregational life.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who creates, redeems and sustains us and all creation.
Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
To you, O God,
all hearts are open, to you all desires known.
We come to you, confessing our sins.
Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love.
Show us your ways; teach us your paths;
and lead us in justice and truth,
for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen
By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you new birth,
and through the death and resurrection of + Jesus Christ,
God forgives you all your sins.
The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in eternal life.
Amen

Gathering Hymn - God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those
who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to
you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
Be seated.

First Reading:Exodus 32:7-14
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s reading
shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites
are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them.
After the reading:
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51:1-10 (from The Hebrew Bible)
Read in unison

Grant me grace, God, as befits Your kindness, with Your great mercy wipe away my crimes.
Thoroughly wash my transgression away and cleanse me from my offense.
For my crimes I know, and my offense is before me always.
You alone have I offended, and what is evil in Your eyes I have done.
So You are just when You sentence, You are right when You judge.
Look, in transgression was I conceived, and in offense my mother spawned me.
Look, You desired truth in what is hidden; in what is concealed make wisdom known to me.
Purify me with a hyssop, that I be clean. Wash me, that I be whiter than snow.
Let me hear gladness and joy, let the bones that You crushed exult.
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Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice especially intended
for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence
that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God.
After the reading:
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Teaching Time for All God’s Children
Please stand as you are able.

Gospel Acclamation

The Holy Gospel: Luke 15:1-10
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners repenting. God
takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven.
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Please stand as you are able.
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Hymn of the Day - ACS 939 - Touch That Soothes and Heals
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for
the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
After a brief silence each petition concludes:
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
After the final petition:
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all
our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please greet one another from a distance and then remain standing.
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Offering Prayer
Let us pray. Holy God:
gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is indeed right, ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus
Sing once in Spanish and once again in English.
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Thanksgiving at the Table
Blessed are you, O God...we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal...Power of the Most High, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
		 on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
		 who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Be seated.
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Distribution
Following the direction of the usher, approach the altar, maintaing a safe distance between households.
Please ask your server if you need a gluten-free wafer or prefer grape juice. As you return to your seat,
place your empty glass in the corner basket. Those not partaking of communion are invited to come forward
for a blessing. If you are unable to approach the altar for communion, inform the usher and the sacrament
will be brought to you.
After all have received Communion, please stand as you are able.

Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. O God,
in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence,
nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table.
Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart,
serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Blessing
The holy Three, the holy One
increase your hope, strengthen your faith,
depeen your love, and + grant you peace.
Amen

Sending Hymn - ELW 546 - To Be Your Presence - see page 10
Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Engelberg

setting by Anne Krentz Organ
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Sending Hymn - ELW 546 - To Be Your Presence
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Leaders in Today’s Liturgy: September 11, 2022
Presiding: Pr. Tom Scornavacchi
Preaching: Vicar Mycah McNett
Assisting Minister: Dcs. Deborah Graf
Minister of Music: Karen S. Eddinger
Lector: Erica Hofmann
Greeter: Robin Oberholtzer
Ushers: Robin Oberholtzer and Steve & Erica Hofmann
Altar Guild: Michael Faust, Linda Grim, Erica Hofmann, Amy Litvinov,
and Doris Strobel
Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Darryl Jeffries in loving memory of his grandparents
We thank the Trinity staff for planning this Sunday’s worship
Immediate prayer requests: Darryl Jeffries, Ralph Unruh, John Kirby, Harry McGonigle, Jerry
Holleran, Jr., Ben Motley, and the family of Dorothy Eddinger (Ron Eddinger’s mother) who passed
away on Thursday.
Ongoing prayer requests: Nancy Nagle, Grady (Ginny Biniek’s cousin’s grandchild), Dar Unger,
Walter Maier, Norah Wolfe-Blatt (premie baby daughter of Pastor Lauren and Hannah Wolfe-Blatt,
now home), JT Motley, David Strobel, Ruth Adam (friend of Graf family), Celia Cosentino (friend of
Jane Zobian), Doris (friend of Pat McMahon), Dick Evans, Ed Harlin, Nathan Hudson (son-in-law of
Anita Dolak), Tina Koch (friend of Jenn Smith), Luther Routté, the Sawyer family, Walter Schur, and
David Unruh (brother of Ralph Unruh)
Trinity households in prayer: Kaye Endres; Dick & Suzy Evans; Nancy & Bob Everson; Bob & Kathy
Eynon; and Mike Faust
Prepare for Worship September 18: Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13
We thank our faithful broadcast sponsors: The August 28 broadcast was sponsored by Pr. Virginia
Biniek and dedicated to the glory of God. The September 4 broadcast was sponsored by Peggy Bobb
in memory of her husband, Donald Bobb.

Congregational Questionnaire Forum with Vestry
On September 18 during Sunday Forum at 9:00 AM in the auditorium, Vestry will hold the first in
a series of meetings to present and review the June Congregational Questionnaire results. After the
results are presented to all who gather for Sunday Forum, there will be time to break out into small
groups to discuss and reflect on this information. Vestry is planning to hold several forums in the
coming weeks at various times, dates, and locations to give members the opportunity to participate in
this valuable conversation as we look forward in community with each other.
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This Week’s Calendar

Broadcast Schedule

Sunday, Sept. 11: Lectionary 24/Pentecost 14
9:00 AM: Second Sunday Forum
(Hintz Room)
10:00 AM: Worship (Nave)
11:00 AM: God’s Work. Our Hands. project,
church picnic, and church crawl
2:00 PM: Common Ground Worship and
Meal Takeaway

All of our programs listed below can be
watched on Comcast Channel 190, Reading
Hospital Channel 80, online at www.
trinityreading.org, on our YouTube channel
at www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch.
Trinity’s Sunday morning worship is also live
streamed via Facebook and YouTube. You may
log on to either platform on Sunday mornings
at 10:00 AM and worship at the same time as
the in-person congregation.

Monday, Sept. 12
9:45 AM: Program Staff Meeting
7:00 PM: Vestry Meeting
Tuesday, Sept. 13
9:30 AM: Full Staff Meeting
6:00 PM: Sacred Ground (Auditorium)
Thursday, Sept. 15
4:00 PM: Property Committee Meeting
Friday, Sept. 16
6:00 PM: Robert Pepper Art Show and
Opening Reception (Hintz Room)
Saturday, Sept. 17
11:00 AM: Robert Pepper Art Show
(Hintz Room)

NEW “Music from Trinity” program premiers
this week: Lars Potteiger, piano and organ

Sundays
6:00 PM First Friday: Daily Talmud Study
6:30 PM Music From Trinity:
Lars Potteiger, piano & organ
7:00 PM Trinity Worship Service

Wednesdays
4:00 PM Trinity Worship Service
5:00 PM Music From Trinity:
Lars Potteiger, piano & organ
5:30 PM First Friday: Daily Talmud Study

Sunday, Sept. 18: Lectionary 24/Pentecost 14
9:00 AM: Congegational Forum with Vestry
(see notice on page 11)
10:00 AM: Worship (Nave)
11:00 AM: Robert Pepper Art Show (Hintz Rm)
2:00 PM: Common Ground Worship and
Meal Takeaway
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