Service of Thanksgiving
November 24th, 2022
Trinity Lutheran Church and Common Ground Worship
All are welcome! Common Ground is a recovery ministry that believes
everyone is recovering from something. Whether recovering from addictions,
losses, hurts, hang-ups or life, all of us are broken and in need of God’s grace.
We welcome you to our community.

Welcome and Land Recognition
Welcome to Trinity
Lutheran Church
527 Washington Street
Reading, PA 19601
(610) 374-4861
www.trinityreading.org

We gather together for rest and refreshment, healing and hope, to commune and console
and to sing and pray to God who, by grace, transforms our chaos and illuminates our
darkness.

Prelude

+ + +

Give Thanks			

Masks are welcomed,
but no longer required.
Vaccinations are highly
recommended.

We Are Welcomed

+ + +
All are invited to join us at
the Lord’s table for Holy
Communion.

+ + +
Our AED machine is
mounted on the wall in
the stairway near the
baptismal font.

+ + +
Please silence your
cell phone.

Trinity Lutheran Church
is recognized by
Reconciling Works as a
“Reconciling in Christ”
Congregation which
welcomes all LGBTQ+
persons into all facets of
congregational life.

India.Arie

We say the 12 Steps together:

1. We admitted we were powerless - that our lives had become
unmanageable.
2. We came to believe that a power greater than ourselves could
restore us to sanity.
3. We made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of
God as we understood God.
4. We made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves.
5. We admitted to God, to ourselves and to another human being the
exact nature of our wrongs.
6. We were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of
character.
7. We humbly asked God to remove our shortcomings.
8. We made a list of all persons we had harmed, and became willing
to make amends to them all.
9. We made direct amends to such people wherever possible, except
when to do so would injure them or others.
10. We continued to take personal inventory, and when we were
wrong, promptly admitted it.

11. We sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious contact with God, as we
understood God, praying only for the knowledge of God’s will for us and the power to carry
that out.
12. Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we tried to carry this message
to others and to practice these principles in all our affairs.

We Admit Our Wrongs And Are Forgiven
Loving God,
We admit to you and to one another that we have selfishly acted out on our character defects, in
thought, word, and action, by what we have done and what we have failed to do.
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors, nor have we always loved ourselves.
We have not forgiven others, nor have we always forgiven ourselves, as God has forgiven us.
Burn your new commandment into our hearts; that we may love others as you love us.
Amen.

We are Forgiven:
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed up, God puts
us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved children. Hear
God say to you now: Your wrongdoings are forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.

Hymn ELW 887 - This Is My Song
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We Pray Together
Almighty and gracious God, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work
of your Spirit, lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your blessings, and serve
you willingly, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen

We Hear God’s Word
We gather to listen for the word of God in song, prayer, 12-step literature, and scripture. We listen to each other
and to a message of delight, comfort, healing and promise. We listen for the very presence of God, our higher
power in our midst.

Step Of The Month:
We sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious contact with God, as we
understood God, praying only for the knowledge of God’s will for us and the power to carry that
out.

We Hear A Reading From 12-Step Literature:
Joy and gratitude walk hand in hand. For some of us, joy is the sense that we are part of something
much larger than ourselves, and more important than our immediate feelings and experiences.
We matter, but most when we are connecting with others. This deep sense of joy does not require
that we be happy all the time. It’s bigger than that. Humility means that we understand our place
in the world; joy comes from seeing that we have a purpose. Being spiritually awake, we can see
the miracles that surround us, even when life is difficult. Generosity of spirit is the antidote for
loneliness and alienation.
Living Clean, pg 222

Reflection:
“Life is the First gift,” said poet Marge Piercy, “love is the second, and understanding the third.”
The first gift is life. My life. Your life. There exists a unique beauty and dignity at the core of each
one of us, the quality that animates every human being and that Jews and Christians call “the
image of God.” That is the gift. No other gift is possible without it. Nothing we ever receive or have
can rival it. Gratitude is not about stuff. Gratitude is the emotional response to the surprise of our
very existence, to sensing that inner light and realizing the astonishing sacred, social, and scientific
events that brought each one of us into being. We cry out like the psalmist, “I am fearfully and
wonderfully made!” (Ps. 139:14). When we push aside the immediate anxieties of that existence,
we can actually see more clearly that to feel fear, doubt, or anger at all is part of the gift of life itself.
Without life, even the negative emotions are impossible. Everything else is dependent on that one
thing. All we experience is radically contingent on a single gift – life.
Grateful by Diana Butler Bass, pg 43.
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Musical Response - We Give Thanks					

Wendy Luella Perkins

We give thanks we give thanks
for this precious day for this precious day
for all gathered here for all gathered here
and those far away and those far away
for this time we share for this time we share
with love and care with love and care
oh, we give thanks oh, we give thanks
for this precious day for this precious day

We Hear A Reading From The Bible - Psalm 139:7-14, 17-18 (NLT)
I can never escape from your Spirit!
I can never get away from your presence!
If I go up to heaven, you are there;
if I go down to the grave, you are there.
If I ride the wings of the morning,
if I dwell by the farthest oceans,
even there your hand will guide me,
and your strength will support me.
I could ask the darkness to hide me
and the light around me to become night—
but even in darkness I cannot hide from you.
To you the night shines as bright as day.
Darkness and light are the same to you.
You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body
and knit me together in my mother’s womb.
Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!
Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.
How precious are your thoughts about me, O God.
They cannot be numbered!
I can’t even count them;
they outnumber the grains of sand!
And when I wake up,
you are still with me!
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We Share Our Stories And Our Gratitude.
Anyone is invited to briefly share a minute or two about how what they have heard makes sense in their lives, to
express thanks, fear, gratitude, doubt, and witness to the hope they have heard. Please wait for the mic to share.

Hymn Of The Day - God, Your Blessings Overflow
God, your blessings overflow! What can we begin to say?
How can we begin to show, All our gratitude this day?
God, we join to worship you, Giving thanks for all you do.
Thank you for the life you give, For each friend and family,
For the land in which we live, For your love that sets us free.
Thank you, God, for daily bread, And for feasts of joy you spread.
Yet at tables where we share, Sometimes there is also pain.
There may be an empty chair: When will we feel whole again?
When our days of grief are long, Thank you that your love is strong.
So we join in thanks this day, So your gifts we freely share,
So we follow Christ the Way, Loving, serving everywhere.
Spirit, may our lives express, All our daily thankfulness.
Copyright ©1998 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette from her book Gifts of Love (Geneva Press, 2000)
All Rights Reserved. Used with Permission
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We Pray For All People, For The World, And Those Not With Us
Lord, in your mercy
Recieve our prayer

Prayer Response:
We Are An Offering

Dwight Liles

We Share A Meal
We eat and drink a feast together! In our communion we remember we are never alone, for God joins us in this
meal, and God makes us who we are: loved and forgiven. If you are home, we invite you to take some bread and
some juice and join us. Those who are worshipping here will be invited by an usher to walk to the center aisle to
receive the bread and grape juice. We hear the story of Jesus’ Last Supper and remember the grace we are given in
this Holy Meal.
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We Pray The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Holy Communion
Music during communion

Hymn ELW 461 - All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
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We Are Blessed:
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

We Say The Serenity Prayer:
God, grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot change,
the courage to change the things we can,
and the wisdom to know the difference.

We Stand And Sing Amazing Grace:
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We Are Sent
Having been fed and nourished by God’s presence in Word and Sacrament, we are sent forth to
love and serve others.

We Receive A Blessing:
May God bless you with discomfort,
At easy answers, half-truths,
And superficial relationships
So that you may live
Deep within your heart.
May God bless you with anger
At injustice, oppression,
and exploitation of people,
So that you may work for
Justice, freedom, and peace.
May God bless you with tears,
To shed for those who suffer pain,
Rejection, hunger, and war,
so that you may reach out your hand
To comfort them and
to turn their pain to joy.
So May God take your mind and think through it.
May God take your lips and speak through them.
May God take your hands and do good with them.
May God take your heart and set it on fire!
In the name of the Creator, and the Redeemer + and the Sustainer.
And the whole church says,
Amen
Blended from a Franciscan benediction and Rev. Kathi McShane

We Share A Sign Of Peace:
The peace of the Lord is with you always.
And also with you.
Remember, Jesus said, “You are the light of the world” So may your light shine brightly,
reflecting God’s love wherever you go and lighting the path for others to follow.

10

We give back to God: Everything in our lives— our money, our talents, our
possessions, our time, and our passions— has been entrusted to us by
God for use according to God’s will. In response to God’s gifts to us, we
invite you to give what you can in support of Common Ground Recovery
Community at Trinity, Reading. Your offering can be made online using the
QR code or by plate at the back of the sanctuary:

There are two places where COMMON GROUND meets for worship:
Atonement Wyomissing - Wednesday at 7:00 PM
Trinity Reading – Worship Sunday at 2:00 PM, meals to-go at 2:30 PM
EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT ALL OUR WORSHIP SERVICES AND EVENTS!!!
For more information contact Pastor Tom Scornavacchi at PastorTom@cgrcommunity.org
Or Vicar Mycah McNett at intern.cgrcommunity@gmail.com
COMMON GROUND RECOVERY COMMUNITY
A ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
Find out more at:
Our Website: cgrcommunity.org
Facebook Page: facebook.com/cgrcommunity/
Instagram Account: instagram.com/cgrcommunity/
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Leaders in Today’s Liturgy
Presiding Minister: Pr. Tom Scornavacchi
Assisting Ministers: Dcs. Deborah Graf and Vicar Mycah McNett
Musicians: Cara Hart and Stephen Longenecker
Ushers: David & Sue Shellong
Greeter: Annie Harlin
Thank you to Charlene Norton for the beautiful altar display.
The altar flowers are given by Robert Reimer in loving memory of Dorothy and Robert Reimer, his
parents.
Today’s broadcast is sponsored by Carol Batdorf in loving memory of David Batdorf.
Today’s worship is being broadcast live on Comcast Channel 190 and livestreamed online. The
broadcast will be available later this afternoon on demand through the Trinity TV website (www.
trinityreading.org) and on the Trinity YouTube channel.

+ + +
Advent News from Common Ground!
We have some special worship on Wednesdays nights in Advent in Lundin Hall at Atonement
Lutheran Church, Wyomissing. The first three Wednesdays in Advent will be a combined Recovery
Worship with music and elements from Holden Evening Prayer. Those dates are November 30,
December 7, and December 14 at 7:00 PM. There will be a special meal starting at 6:00 PM each of
those nights. On the last Wednesday in Advent, December 21, we will have our annual combined
worship with Atonement for the Longest Night. We hope you can join us for one or all of these
worship services during this meaningful season.
Angel Tree Advent/Christmas Project
Adopting a Family from Opportunity House and a Dayspring Home
This year we have the opportunity to share God’s love and Christmas cheer. You will find Angel Tree
Tags on the Tree in the Narthex for 4 residents of the Dayspring Schuylkill Home and for Mercedes
and her 3 children. You can learn more about these excellent organizations at https://dayspringhomes.
org/ and https://opphouse.org/ Please bring your wrapped gifts (clearly marked) to Trinity by
Tuesday December 14.
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