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Trinity Steeple Notes

December 2022

Advent and Christmas Eve Worship Highlights

Each Sunday in Advent we will begin our worship with a new hymn,
“We Are Waiting for Jesus.”  The song will be accompanied by recorder 
and shruti box.  What, you may ask, is a shruti box.  It is an instrument new 
to Trinity but traces its history back to the Chinese sheng, an ancient reed 
instrument.  The portable instrument traveled to India where it was adopted 
by native musicians and refined into the current instrument for the purpose of 
producing sustained notes to accompany singers.  Our instrument was made 
in India and then tuned by its Welsh designer, Stefan Cartwright.  
It was purchased with gifts given in memory of Karin Flatt.

Other parts of our weekly Advent worship will include 
the lighting of the Advent wreath candles.  There will 
be sung parts for choir and congregation, accompanied 
by piano and handbells, and a dialog for the leaders and 
congregation.  There will be a sung response during the 
Prayers of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer will be 
chanted.  Singing bells will accompany a choir member 
who will sing “Creator of the Stars of Night” while we commune.  You will 
also hear the Trinity brass on several Sundays as well as other instruments.  
The Mixed Ensemble will lead worship on December 4.  You’ll need to come 
every week, so you don’t miss a thing!  We give thanks to Peter Graf, David 
Himes, and Amy Stewart-Himes for the creativity they brought to our Advent 
worship services.

Continued on page 2...                      
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Happily, the Trinity Orchestra will reconvene and play the 
prelude for the early 5:00 PM Christmas Eve service (see 
notice on page 3).  Many thanks to David Himes, who not 
only directs the group, but also writes parts so that the least 
and most experienced players are able to participate.  The 
Trinity Brass will be on the portico to greet you as you arrive 
for this service.  A dialog reading of Isaiah 9, a child-friendly sharing of the 
Gospel, an anthem by the Mixed Ensemble, “Silent Night” led by Peter Graf on 
guitar, candle lighting, and communion are all part of the service.

Prior to the later 10:30 PM Christmas Eve worship, the Trinity Choir and the 
Trinity Ringers will begin a prelude at 10:00 PM.  This service will also include 
“Silent Night,” candle lighting and communion.

Christmas Day worship on Sunday, December 25 will feature a three-part lessons 
and carols section.  Based on the text “For unto you is born a Savior, who is 
Christ, the Lord,” the sections will focus on the words Savior, Christ, and Lord.  
Many of your favorite carols will be sung, so please join us for this unique time 
when we worship together on Christmas day!

Advent at Trinity – Opportunities to Prepare
Devotional Books are available in the Narthex, to help 
you continue the Christian tradition of setting aside time to 
prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth and to anticipate 
his return.  (While there is no cost for a devotional book, 
donations to support this ministry are always welcome.)

Continued on page 3...
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Prophets and Promises: Devotions for Advent and Christmas 
2022-2023: A pocket/purse-sized booklet for you to carry 
with you to spend some time in prayer and devotion anytime 
during your day.

Shadow and Light: Advent is a season of looking forward 
to the new light of Christ, but as Barbara Brown Taylor says, 
we’d be missing out on half the story if we didn’t also find 
grace and wonder in the midst of shadows. Each week you’ll use scripture, song, 
prayer, and practice to prepare yourself for the birth of the Christ child, finding 
what is holy in the spectrum from shadow to light.

Trinity Christmas Orchestra 

The Trinity multi-generational Orchestra is back! We WILL be playing this 
Christmas Eve at the 5:00 PM service. Dave Himes is creating a new piece for this 
year’s orchestra. If you’ve been playing for your entire life, go to the closet, brush 
the cobwebs off of your instrument case and come on out. If you are a beginner 
and we’re not even aware that you started an instrument, come out and surprise 
us. And of course, if you’re more amazing on your instrument than you have 
ever been, we’d like to see that, too.

Dave makes parts for every instrument, for beginners and advanced players 
alike. This is a unique opportunity to make music with new, experienced and 
veteran instrumentalists. So please join us! There are only three rehearsals on 
12/4, 12/11 and 12/18 from 9:00 to 9:30 AM up in the choir loft. Hope to see 
you there!
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Angel Tree Advent/Christmas Project 
Adopting a Family from Opportunity House and 
a Dayspring Home

This year we have the opportunity to share God’s love and 
Christmas cheer with 2 organizations. You will find Angel 
Tree Tags on the Tree in the Narthex for four residents of 
the Dayspring Schuylkill Home and for Mercedes and her three children. Gift 
requests range from bed sheets to towels to toys.  You can also learn more 
about these excellent organizations at https://dayspringhomes.org/ and https://
opphouse.org/.Please bring your wrapped gifts (clearly marked) to Trinity by 
Tuesday December 14.  

Sunday Forums - at 9:00 AM in the Auditorium
Interesting-Informative-Inspirational  

12/4:  Deeper Dive: This Bible Study will look into the Advent texts for this 
Sunday, deepening your understanding of the context and narrative of the 
scriptures.  (Bring a Bible if you wish; scripture texts will also be provided.)
12/11:  What’s the Story?: Every Christmas Carol has a story.  Come learn about 
the history of beloved  hymns and carols.  (Maybe we will sing.  Maybe not.)
12/18: Show and Tell: This is your chance to share your favorite personal holiday 
traditions. Does your family bake something special?  Do you have a meaningful 
decoration to share?  We will learn a little bit more about our Trinity Family.  
(Bring your cookies, if you wish!)
12/25 & 1/1: No Sunday Forum 
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Choral Concert at Albright

You are invited to “Carols by Candlelight,” a choral 
concert by the choirs of Albright College.  The free 
concert will be held in Memorial Chapel at 7:30 PM 
on Saturday, December 10.  Karen Eddinger is a 
collaborative pianist with two of the ensembles.

Handel’s Messiah
Concert December 4 and Community Sing December 18

Under the direction of Dr. Graham Bier, Reading Choral Society presents 
G.F. Handel’s masterwok Messiah.  Both the concert and the community sing 
include soloists and 19-piece orchestra. 
The December 4 concert is at 4:00 PM at the Boyertown High School Auditorium 
with the Boyertown Senior High School Select Choir.  Tickets are 
$15 in advance and $20 at the door. To order tickets, use the online Ticket 
Ordering option at www.readingchoral.org or call the RCS office at 610-898-1939. 
The December 18 Community Sing is at 4:00 PM at the Sts. Constantine and 
Helen Greek Orthodox Church, 1001 E. Wyomissing Blvd. Reading, 19611.  Bring 
your own score or borrow one at the sing. Suggested donation: $5-$10 dollars.  
Singers from Trinity include Darryl Jeffries, Matt Hayes, Fred Opalinski, Rachel 
Gambone and Pat McMahon.

Congregational Budget Meeting 
The congregation will meet will immediately after worship on Sunday, 
December 18 to approve the proposed 2023 budget.
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In Our Prayers

Immediate prayers: Bishop Christopher deForest, 
Marian Jameson, Glenn Himes (father of David Himes), 
Jim Hofmann (brother of Steve Hofmann), Cathy Manning, 
Harry Feinauer, Leonard Smith (father of Andrew Smith), 
Linda Liptak (sister of Dick Horst and Robin Oberholtzer), 
Amy Reinsel, Raye Watson, and Barbara & Dave Regar 
(friends of Barbara Ketchum)
Ongoing prayers:  Christopher Drayer, Darryl Jeffries, Dar Unger, Luther Routte, 
Nathan Hudson (son-in-law of Anita Dolak), Walter Maier,  JT Motley, 
David Strobel, John Matern (father of Deaconess Deborah),  Ruth Adam (friend 
of Graf family), Celia Cosentino (friend of Jane Zobian), Doris (friend of Pat 
McMahon), Dick Evans, Ed Harlin, Tina Koch (friend of Jenn Smith), 
the Sawyer family, Walter Schur, and David Unruh (brother of Ralph Unruh), 
and John Kirby 

Prepare for Worship
December 4 - Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12
December 11 - Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
December 18: Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25
December 24: Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20
December 25: Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:8-20

Church Office Holidays Observed Days
The church office will be closed on Monday, Dec. 26, Tuesday, Dec. 27, and 
Monday, Jan. 2 toobserve the Christmas and New Year holidays.
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Trinity Property Cleanup
We are thankful for the great turnout to start Trinity’s work to repurpose 2nd story 
spaces for church & public use.  Cleanup will continue this Saturday, Dec. 3, at 9:00 AM!



Affirmation of Welcome: Trinity Lutheran 
Church is recognized by Reconciling Works as 
a “Reconciling in Christ” Congregation which 
welcomes all LGBTQ+ persons into all facets 
of congregational life.

Trinity Lutheran Church
527 Washington Street, Reading, PA  19601  (610) 374-4861 
www.trinityreading.org

All of our programs listed below can be watched on Comcast 
Channel 190 (in the Reading Hospital, Channel 80) or online at any 
time at www.trinityreading.org, on Facebook, or on our YouTube 
channel at www.youtube.com/trinitylutheranchurch.   Worship 
is available both on demand and streamed live at 10:00 AM on 
Sundays.

Sundays
6:00 PM: World View:             
                Contemporary Paganism

6:30 PM: Music from Trinity:    
      Centre Park Flutes

7:00 PM: Trinity Worship Service

Wednesdays 
4:00 PM: Trinity Worship

5:00 PM: Music from Trinity: 
     Centre Park Flutes

5:30 PM: World View: 
                Contemporary Paganism

   
 

December Broadcast Schedule

Watch for new Music from Trinity programs monthly.


