
Welcome to Trinity 
Lutheran Church

+ + +

Our worship at Trinity 
follows the church’s  

ancient form.

Everything you need for 
worship is in this bulletin.

+ + +

All who trust that 
Christ is present in Holy 

Communion are invited to 
receive Him with us today.

+ + +

Please silence your cell 
phone. 

+ + +

Children are always 
welcome in our worship! 
Classroom 4 in the Annex 

has space for nursing, 
changing, or a sensory 

break, if necessary. 
 

+ + + 
 

Our AED is mounted on 
the wall in the stairway 

next to the baptismal font.

+ + +

At Trinity, we welcome 
all LGBTQ+ people as 
full participants in our 

common life. We’re proud 
to proclaim this publicly in 
our city and wider church 
as a Reconciling in Christ 

congregation.

The Holy Eucharist at 10:00 AM
Easter 3

April 14, 2024

Congregational words are in bold print. 
 
Welcome

Prelude
Polyphonic Improvisation on “In Babilone”		  Max Sinzheimer  

Please stand in body or spirit.

Thanksgiving at the Font

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in 
your image and placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you 
promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the 
rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to 
lead us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded 
side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this 
font, and for Tulpehocken Creek. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, 
and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
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Gathering Hymn - ELW 383 - Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 

Continued on the next page...



4



5

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Holy and righteous God,  
you are the author of life,  
and you adopt us to be your children.  
Fill us with your words of life,  
that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Be seated.

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19 

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to Israel  
have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them 
forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 

After the reading:

Word of God, word of life.  	
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 4

The choir introduces the antiphon.  The congregation repeats the antiphon and sings the antiphon where 
indicated.  The congregation sings the psalm responsively with the choir.

Text from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 & music by Thomas Pavlechko © 2004, 2012 admin. Augsburg Fortress
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Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our  
future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 

After the reading:

Word of God, word of life.  	
Thanks be to God. 

Teaching Time for All God’s Children 
 
Please stand in body or spirit. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to understand him 
as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message 
of repentance and forgiveness.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After the reading:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated.

Sermon
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Please stand in body or spirit.

Hymn of the Day - ACS 939 - Touch That Soothes and Heals
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
	 the Father, the Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	 the only Son of God,
	 eternally begotten of the Father,
	 God from God, Light from Light,
	 true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 of one Being with the Father;
	 through him all things were made.
	 For us and for our salvation
		  he came down from heaven,
		  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
		  and became truly human.
	 	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	 	 he suffered death and was buried.
		  On the third day he rose again
		  in accordance with the scriptures;
		  he ascended into heaven
		  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
		  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
		  and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
	 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
	 who has spoken through the prophets.
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession  

Let us pray for the church, the world, and for all of God’s creation.

After a brief silence each petition concludes:

God, in your mercy,
      Hear our prayer. 

After the final petition:

Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

 
 
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please greet one another and then be seated.

 
Offertory	  

Stay with Us				                                                                                                   Egil Hovland 

The Trinity Choir 

Stay with us, Lord Jesus, stay with us.   
Stay with us, it soon is evening, and night is falling.   

Jesus Christ, the world’s true light!   
Shine so the darkness cannot overcome it!  

Let your light pierce the darkness and fill your church with its glory.
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Offering Prayer

Let us pray.
Risen One,
you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen.

Please stand in body or spirit.

Canticle
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Dialog

Proper Preface 

It is indeed right, ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus
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Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God... 
beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.  
We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water...
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son...
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread...
at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit...
by your Spirit, in your church, without end.
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.



14

Invitation to Communion

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

Be seated.

Communion Canticle

Distribution

All who trust that Jesus Christ is present in this holy 
meal are invited to receive communion.

Please follow the direction of the usher; if your pew 
is located on one of the side aisles, walk to the rear of 
the sanctuary. Two lines will form in the center aisle. 
The left line will commune at the left side of the altar 
rail; the right line will commune on the right side.

When you reach the front of the sanctuary, there are 
serving trays located on the tables. Please choose 
either an empty glass to receive wine, or, if you 
prefer, a prefilled glass in the center ring containing 
grape juice. After taking your cup, proceed to the rail. 
Fill in around the rail from the center to the ends.  
You may stand or kneel as is your preference.

The pastor will give you a piece of bread; eat it when 
you receive it. If you prefer a gluten free alternative, 
please inform the pastor.

Then, an assistant will come to offer wine from a 
pouring chalice. Please extend your glass to be filled 
with wine or indicate that you have grape juice. 
After drinking the wine or juice, you are welcome to 
remain in place for a moment of meditation.

After you finish your time of reflection, please return 
to your pew, depositing your empty glass in the trays 
located on the tables at the head of the side aisles.
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Hymn during Communion - ELW 522 - As We Gather at Your Table
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Please stand in body or spirit. 

Table Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.   
Shepherding God,
you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet
to proclaim your goodness
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Blessing

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope
+ bless you now and always.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn - ELW 377 - Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!
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Dismissal

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!	 Keith Kolander

Please join us for coffee and conversation in the Hintz Room immediately following worship.  
Today’s reception is hosted by the Capital Campaign Committee.

+ + +

Special Congregational Meeting TODAY following worship 
Trinity’s Vestry is calling a special congregational meeting today immediately following worship for 
the purpose of amending the Capital Campaign approved in October 2023.  
This is the only piece of business that will be conducted at this meeting. Members are invited to 
remain after this very brief meeting for a special Coffee & Conversation hosted by the Capital 
Campaign Committee. 
 
Sunday Forum April 21st  
Meet Jill Skoutelas, new Executive Director of Family Promise!  Family Promise, a ministry birthed 
by the Lutherans here in Berks County and long-supported by Trinity, has a new Executive Director! 
Come and meet Jill and learn more about Family Promise’s work. 
 
Family Promise: Information and Sign Ups   
Family Promise of Berks County  helps families experiencing homelessness for the first time by 
providing a safe place to stay, vocational and interview skills training, job hunting assistance, and 
much more. For many years Trinity has been working with Atonement Lutheran Church to participate 
in the Hospitality Network. Trinity and Atonement will be supporting Family Promise families 
during the weeks of 4/15/24, 7/8/24 and 7/15/24.  Sign up for the week of  4/15/2024 Family Promise 
April 2024.  If you do not have access to the internet, and would like to contribute or learn more, 
please speak to Deaconess Deborah.

Liturgical components are from Sundays and Seasons © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies. Annual License #22196. 

Hymns reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-727586.
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Sunday, April 14, 2024 - Easter 3

Leaders in Today’s Liturgy
Presiding and Preaching: Pr. Hans E. Becklin
Assisting Minister: Lisa Speece
Minister of Music: Karen S. Eddinger
Lector: Miles Dechant 
Communion Assistant: Joshua Motley
Acolyte: William Norton-Ritz
Greeter: Allison Kalbach
Ushers: Nancy Everson and Robin Oberholtzer
Media Team: Danielle Smith, Kate Speece,  
Grace Norton-Ritz and Veronika Shick
Altar Guild: Bernadette Ilgen, Jacinda Motley,  
Joshua Motley, Linda Motley, Charlene Norton, 
Robin Oberholtzer and Beth Welz 
Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by  
Lawrence Fredericks and Lourdes Rivera in memory 
of past loved ones
We thank Jacinda Motley, William Norton-Ritz and 
Declan Rosenbaum for choosing today’s hymns
 
Immediate Prayer Requests
Dan Smith, Jerry Holleran, Harry Feinauer,  
Ed Wasmuth (Jeff Wasmuth’s father),  
Deborah Lawton (aunt of Jessica Manning), and 
Terry Hack (brother-in-law of Maggie Shelly)

Ongoing Prayer Requests
Sandra Sittler, Ann Harnish, Amy Bornhofen,  
Bette Ashton (Christine Motley’s grandmother), 
John Bornhofen, Celia Cosentino (friend of Jane 
Zobian), Dick Evans, Bob & Carol Hoffman 
(Christine Motley’s parents), Katy Jablonowski 
(daughter of Nancy Everson), Darryl Jeffries,  
Tina Koch (friend of Jenn Smith), Nancy Nagle,  
the Sawyer family, Walter Schur, Dar Unger,  
David Unruh (brother of Ralph Unruh),  
Sandi & Tom McCarthy (friends of Carolyn &  
Jerry Holleran), Jonathan Bloom (friend of Jenn 
Smith), Patrick (manager of KRE security guard,  
Allen Greenawalt), and Fred Strause (friend of  
Peter & Deborah Graf)

Trinity Households and Ministry Partners
Tama & David McConnell; Amy, Joseph, Theo & 
Roen McDevitt; Pat McMahon; Matt, Jenn, Nick & 
Tyler Mellen and Kaitlyn & Steven Grace;  
and Carol Miller; Christ Episcopal Church and  
Fr. Bryce Wandrey; the Common Ground Recovery 
Community, Pr. Tom Scornavacchi, and  
Pr. Jayme Babczak, and Friedens Lutheran Church 
in Bernville and SALM Karen Althouse

Attendance April 7: -- 
 

Broadcast Schedule for this week on Comcast Channel 190

Sundays
6:00 PM World Views:
 Contemporary Quaker Tradition
6:30 PM Music From Trinity:
   Soli Deo Gloria (Part 2)
7:00 PM Trinity Worship Service

Wednesdays
4:00 PM Trinity Worship Service
5:00 PM Music From Trinity:
   Soli Deo Gloria (Part 2)
5:30 PM World Views: 
 Contemporary Quaker Tradition

Trinity’s Sunday morning 
worship is also live streamed 
via Facebook and YouTube. 
You may log on to either 
platform on Sunday mornings 
at 10:00 AM and worship at 
the same time as the in-person 
congregation.
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Sunday, April 14
  9:00 AM: Sunday Forum: (Hintz Room)
10:00 AM: Worship (Nave)
11:15 AM: Congregational Meeting (Nave)
11:15 AM: Mixed Ensemble (Bard House) 
11:30 AM: Coffee & Conversation (Hintz Room)
  2:00 PM: Common Ground Worship and Meal
  4:00 PM: Robert Reimer Memorial Service (Chapel)

Monday, April 15
Family Promise Hosting Week #2, 4/15 - 4/22   
  1:00 PM: Program Staff Meeting
  7:00 PM: Vestry Meeting 

Tuesday, April 16
  9:30 AM: Full Staff Meeting
  5:45 PM: Property Work Night 

Wednesday, April 17
  6:30 PM: Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
  7:30 PM: Trinity Choir Rehearsal (Bard House)

Thursday, April 18
  4:00 PM: Property Committee Meeting
  7:00 PM: Worship & Music Committee Meeting 
     (The Highlands)

Sunday, April 21
  9:00 AM: Sunday Forum: (Hintz Room)
10:00 AM: Worship (Nave)
11:15 AM: Mixed Ensemble (Bard House) 
11:15 AM: Coffee & Conversation (Hintz Room)
  2:00 PM: Common Ground Worship and Meal

This Week’s Calendar

The Rev. Hans E. Becklin
Deaconess Deborah Graf

Karen S. Eddinger
Matthew Mellen
Rachel Gambone

Pam Wasmuth
Peter Graf

Dave Troche

The Rev. Fred S. Opalinski

Senior Pastor
Deacon for Formation & Service
Minister of Music
Media Director
Parish Secretary
Bookkeeper
Financial Administrator
Sexton

Pastor Emeritus

Staff of Trinity Lutheran Church

Trinity Lutheran Church
527 Washington Street, Reading, PA  19601 
(610) 374-4861     www.trinityreading.org

Church office hours are 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Monday-Thursday


